
BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

Shabbat Prayers

May 6, 2011 – 7:30 pm

Those who celebrate birthdays and anniversaries during the month of 

May will be recognized at our service on May 6th.   Our worship will 

begin at 7:30 pm and will conclude by 8:15 pm.

Children of every age are welcome!
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RABBI’S REFLECTIONS
A New Kosher Symbol

Many of us are aware of the various symbols that 

are found on the packages of goods that have been 

certified as kosher: the O-U, cRc, tablet-K and many 

others. These are indicators that the the standards of 

Kashrut as determined by the rabbis have been followed 

in the manufacture of this item. Generally speaking, this 

means that the ingredients and the processes of food 

preparation that have been used have been judged to 

be fit for the kosher keeping consumer.

Over the last two years efforts have been undertaken 

to address another dimension of kashrut — the ethical 

requirements of Jewish law. Just as the rabbis believed 

that there was an ethical dimension to the way animals 

are to be treated, so has the Conservative Movement 

begun a process that focuses on the way employees are 

to be treated and the way the environment is to be 

protected. 

After the scandals at some Kosher meat processors 

became known, a group of Conservative Rabbis began 

to formulate a plan that would certify that manufacturers 

of a product have met  Biblical and Talmudic ethical 

standards for the  treatment of their employees including 

living-wage compensation and decent benefits, 

neutrality in labor organizing drives, documented 

compliance with EPA and OSHA regulations, and fair 

treatment of immigrant workers. In addition, they wanted 

to find a way to certify that the business owners adhered 

to humane animal treatment and farm standards, were 

responsible in energy and water consumption, and used 

sustainable materials and alternative fuels.  

(continued next page)
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RABBI’S REFLECTIONS
A New Kosher Symbol

(continued from front cover)

This goal led to the development of a Heksher Tzedek

Commission to implement this plan. The goal is to 

determine if a company producing a certain product 

meets these ethical standards. If it does it will be able to 

include the MAGEN ZEDEK, the Shield of Justice, label 

on packages of its foods. This will be in addition to the 

symbol regarding the kashrut of the ingredients. Thus the 

Magen Zedek does not replace the OU or any other 

symbol that certifies kosher ingredients, but rather will be 

an additional symbol that refers to the ethical 

responsibilities of the employers and the ethical rights of 

the employees.

Earlier this year the Conservative movement’s 

Hekhsher Tzedek Commission began testing select 

companies’ domestic food production standards on five 

levels — labor practices, animal welfare practices, 

consumer protection, corporate integrity and 

environmental impact. After a three-month trial, the 

Commission will decide if the companies merit the 

designation of ―Magen Tzedek,‖ and this spring the results 

will be made public. Soon afterwards the Shield of Justice 

symbol will start to appear on various items.

There once was an advertisement for a kosher hot dog 

company that used the phrase, ―We answer to a higher 

authority.‖ The Magen Zedek symbol reminds us that in 

the manufacturing of food products our responsibility to 

the Highest Authority of All, God, requires us to be 

ethically sensitive to those who actually produce our food 

and to the environment that we all share. I expect that we 

shall soon see this Magen Tzedek symbol on a variety of 

products and that we will purchase those foods that carry 

this symbol whenever we can.

Fondly,

Rabbi Howard Lifshitz

CONGRATULATIONS TO:

Lauri B. Davis upon completing her three-year term 

as President of the Central Great Lakes Region of 

the Womenôs League for Conservative Judaism.

BETH JUDEA MEMBER  & HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR,

JOE KOEK, IN THE NEWS

To read more of this article click here

Holocaust survivor Joe Koek 

becomes emotional during a 

presentation as he displays an 

image of the Star of David, 

which the Nazis required his 

family members to wear. Koek 

survived the war with his two 

sisters. He spoke at Heartland 

Community College on 

Wednesday, March 16, 2011. 

(The Pantagraph/Steve Smedley)

http://www.pantagraph.com/news/local/article_19caa254-5020-11e0-843d-001cc4c002e0.html?mode=story
http://bloximages.chicago2.vip.townnews.com/pantagraph.com/content/tncms/assets/editorial/e/33/87f/e3387ffe-501f-11e0-be47-001cc4c002e0-revisions/4d813edf0fe9e.image.jpg
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Dear Congregants,

As part of our celebration for Rabbi Lifshitz, we would like families to write a message for a memory book. This can be a memory, wish, or a thank 

you. Wendy Weinger, a congregant and Creative Memories Consultant, has graciously offered to put the scrapbook together in time for the tribute

weekend. This is a simple process that will be a very meaningful gift for the rabbi.

Please send your entries for the memory books in as soon as possible. You can email the entry directly to Wendy but it is MUCH BETTER if you send a 

hand written note directly to the shul. If you have a photo from an event that the rabbi officiated, i.e. wedding or Bar Mitzvah, please enclose a copy. If you 

do not have such a photo, please send a picture of your family to be included with your written words.

1. Write a personal note, wish or thank you preferably in your own handwriting or type on computer. Your entry should be no larger than 8.5x11 and be 

sure to use only one side of the paper.

2. Enclose a current family photo or a photo from an event the rabbi attended or officiated at.

3. Email Wendy Weinger @ wendycrops@comcast.net or drop it off in person or by mail to the shul office. If sent to the shul, write ñAttention Wendyò on 

the envelope.

4. All entries need to be turned in by May 12th

Ann & Mitch Lerman

Rabbi Tribute Weekend Co-Chairs

The response from the congregation and 

community has been great.   Do not miss your 

chance to Honor Rabbi Lifshitz. 

We are fast approaching a very important 

milestone in the history of our Congregation. Rabbi 

Lifshitz will be retiring as our head Rabbi and we 

are going to honor him the weekend of May 20th. 

In conjunction with a celebration of his service to 

Beth Judea and the community at large we are 

going to publish a Tribute book in his honor. 

We recently mailed you a form to place a page in 

the Tribute book. Please take a few minutes and 

send us your request to be placed in the book.

If you do not have the original mailing you can 

click on the link below to download the form.

Click Here to Download Tribute Form

We are asking that all of the requests be recieved

by NOON on Tuesday, May 3rd.

Thank you very much for your participation.

mailto:wendycrops@comcast.net
http://www.bethjudea.org/_data/docs/tribute form.pdf
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=p68v4ocab&et=1105324138372&s=633&e=001PAc-dgK9N8v_T05d-Xi-RGPYAVZ_zLiXsMS5YvpznaNOVx04ziEq67qy7DE0cnPNWYHHfpoiCUX1f4xq9I9rN-MDPqdN0UQlXxok5R1zWVSf1b0-qB5n_6zeYCH97E14a0WBcy3Rq64LxTTo833vuVQXczDqhb1Z
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NOTES FROM THE CANTOR

THE MESHORERIM PROGRAM 

COMES TO A CLOSE

Whenever students enter my office, their eyes go immediately 

to the wall opposite my desk, where I have pictures of the Beth 

Judea Meshorerim, going back to my second year at the 

synagogue, in 1988! The kids not only get to see how I’ve aged 

over the years, but they often can pick out one or two of the 

Meshorerim members from days gone by, saying ―Oh I know him 

(or her)!‖ After 2006, with only a few kids interested in joining our 

children’s choir, we decided to discontinue the program. 

Regretfully, we no longer made our twice-a-year visits to the 

Claremont Nursing Home to entertain, we no longer prepared the 

Purimspiels, participated in concerts or Holiday programs or 

Friday night services.

While I did not have the time to run Meshorerim anymore by 

myself, I had enough resources in my Discretionary Fund this 

year to hire two of our congregation’s young people. Deborah 

Shub, who had returned to the community after graduating from 

college, together with high school student Jordan Sachs, who 

had been a member of Meshorerim for four years himself, led a 

wonderful group of new Meshorerim, all of whom were either in 

Aleph or Bet Class this past year: Charlie, Lauren and Molly 

Appel, Scott Schwerdlin, Maya Shub, Andy Siegel, and Ryan 

Sussman. These seven students, along with Deborah and 

Jordan, brought great pride to Beth Judea as the Meshorerim

mastered their Friday night prayers and holiday songs, brought 

smiles to our faces at the Cantors’ Concert, performed a 

delightful skit the night of the Megillah reading, and finally, will be 

participating along with the children’s choirs of Congregation 

Beth Am and Temple Chai at the community-wide, somber Yom 

HaShoah observance which our synagogue is hosting on 

Sunday evening, May 1.

Unfortunately I cannot continue to fund the Meshorerim

program next year, and we do not have room in our synagogue 

budget to pay for their staff. If you know of someone who might 

be able and interested in underwriting our future Meshorerim, 

please have them get in touch so we can maintain this as a 

proud Beth Judea legacy. In the meantime, yasher koôachand 

thank you again to those who participated this year. I hope you 

had just as great a time singing and performing as we did 

hearing and seeing all of you!

On a different note, I want to wish much, much happiness 

and good health to Rabbi Lifshitz, whose dedication and many 

accomplishments with our congregation will be remembered 

fondly for decades to come. May your coming retirement, as well 

as your entrance into grandparenthood, bring you endless 

fulfillment and joy in the years ahead! I look forward to 

celebrating with you, Gail and the family in a few short weeks.

Cantor Roger Weisberg

ACOUSTIC GUITARISTS & PERCUSSIONISTS: 

MAKE SOME JEWISH MUSIC!

We have a number of opportunities for those congregants who play 
musical instruments. Hazzan Weisberg is compiling a list of 
musicians and budding musicians, both children and adults – please 
be sure your family members are on the list! One of the current 
programs in place for those above the age of Bar/Bat Mitzvah is our 
musical ensemble, Zemirah. We can always use some extra support 
on guitar or percussion, and in consultation with the rabbi and ritual 
committee, we may wish to expand this to include other instruments.

Hazzan Weisberg can be reached through the synagogue office at 
(847) 634-0777 or online at hazzanrjw@bethjudea.org for further 
information about any of these opportunities for involvement in the 
prayer and music of our congregation. Your participation and 
interest is always welcome!

ENJOY SINGING? JOIN OUR HIGH HOLIDAY CHOIR!!

Beth Judea’s volunteer High Holiday choir is a wonderful vehicle 
for those who are musically-inclined to participate in our 
synagogue program over the summer and early fall. Not only are 
choir rehearsals a fun activity, meeting generally for one hour each 
Tuesday evening after minyan, but the beauty and meaning of 
these Days of Awe are enriched for both the participants and our 
congregation. We are particularly in need of ―a few good men‖ this 
year, basses especially. Choir membership is open to high school 
choral students as well as our adults of all ages, so if you happen 
to know someone who you feel should be singing with us, please 
let us know! You may contact Marty Karlin at martinsam@aol.com
or Hazzan Weisberg at hazzanweisberg@bethjudea.org or 
through the synagogue office (847) 634-0777.

PARTICIPATE IN SUMMER SERVICES 
OR HIGH HOLIDAY TORAH THIS YEAR!

Over the summer, in a more relaxed Shabbat setting, there are 
opportunities to lead the davening, or chant the Haftarah, for those 
who have attained these skills. If you wish to brush up on your 
nusach or your tropes, the hazzan will be happy to help you. 
Friday night services in the summer can sometimes be led by a 
family or group of families! Please let Hazzan Weisberg know soon 
if you might be interested in trying this in coming months.

If you are interested in reading Torah either over the summer 
(June 18-August 20) or for the upcoming High Holiday season, 
please get in touch with Hazzan Weisberg some time this month to 
reserve a spot.

While we occasionally have need for High Holiday Torah readers 
in our main sanctuary, readings are often more available at Buffalo 
Grove High School, where we hold family services and USY 
services in addition to the traditional service taking place in the 
auditorium on the first day of Rosh Hashanah and on the morning 
of Yom Kippur. If you plan to attend services on the second day of 
Rosh Hashanah at our alternate location, we may have Torah 
opportunities there as well.

mailto:hazzanrjw@bethjudea.org
mailto:martinsam@aol.com
mailto:hazzanweisberg@bethjudea.org
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PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE

About two years ago a grassroots coalition of 

Masorti/Conservative rabbis, cantors, and 

congregational leaders was formed called "Hayom". 

Since then, Hayom has worked with leaders from United 

Synagogue to develop a Strategic Plan for our 

movement, including a new vision and mission 

statement. On March 13, United Synagogue's board of 

directors voted to accept this plan which will chart a new 

course for United Synagogue, and eventually for the rest 

of the Conservative movement. An implementation 

committee will begin its work as soon as possible.

I'd like to share United Synagogue's new vision and 

mission statement with you. To view the Strategic Plan 

in its entirety, I encourage you to visit the following: 

http://www.uscj.org/4tomorrow.html

United Synagogue's Vision and Mission Statements

The Vision

The United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism is a 

community of kehillot -- sacred communities --

committed to a dynamic Judaism that is learned and 

passionate, authentic and pluralistic, joyful and 

accessible, egalitarian or traditional.

Our kehillot create the conditions for a powerful and 

vibrant Jewish life, empowering Jews in North America 

to seek the presence of God, to seek meaning and 

purpose in Torah and mitzvot, to fully engage with Israel, 

and to be inspired by Judaism to improve the world and 

the Jewish people.

The United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism 

creates the spiritual, intellectual and managerial network 

that enables each of our kehillot to fulfill its sacred 

mission and connects all our kehillot with a common 

sense of community, shared mission and purpose. 

Together with other centers of energy identified with 

Conservative Judaism, we articulate and disseminate 

our approach to Judaism.

MISSION  STATEMENT

Congregation Beth Judea is an accepting egalitarian synagogue 

whose mission is to create a warm and inviting home that serves the 

lifelong spiritual, educational and fellowship needs of our members.  

Consistent with the principles of the Conservative/Masorti Movement, 

we embrace our responsibility to serve and support the greater Jewish 

community, the community at large, and the State of Israel.

The Mission

To transform and strengthen our kehillot in their 

effort to:

Inspire meaningful prayer 

Sustain a culture of lifelong Jewish 

learning 

Nurture religious and spiritual growth 

Promote excellence in kehilla leadership 

To ensure educational excellence true to the vision 

of Conservative Judaism for children and adults in 

our kehillot

To engage the next generation of kehilla

leadership.

To encourage and build new kehillot.

On a more celebratory note, I'd like to extend a 

hearty "yasher koach" to our USY chapter for 

winning Regional Chapter of the Year and to our 

Kadima chapter for winning Most Improved 

Chapter. If you've ever attended a synagogue 

function, or even just a Tuesday night minyan, 

you've seen what an integral role our youth play in 

our congregation. Please feel free to congratulate 

them yourselves when you see any of these young 

adults or their staff at the synagogue.

I hope to see many of you during the upcoming 

"Expressions of Gratitude" weekend honoring 

Rabbi Lifshitz. May we all wish him a hearty Mazal

Tov as he enters this new phase in his life.

Mark your calendar for our annual congregation 

meeting on May 26 at 8 PM immediately following 

minyan (7:30 PM daily). With everything 

happening in our synagogue, I expect this to be a 

particularly well attended meeting.

Bõshalom

Bonnie

http://www.uscj.org/4tomorrow.html
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PRESIDENTôS MESSAGEItôs Here Our New

BETH JUDEA WEBSITE

Dear Congregants,

Our Congregation Beth Judea’s new website is here.  

Visit us at www.bethjudea.org.  On our website you can 

now make online donations, register for events, view 

calendars and schedules and now as you shop you can 

help support Beth Judea 3 ways:

1. Amazon.com – Just click on the link and you will 

be taken to the Amazon website.  You need to 

access Amazon through this link so that Beth 

Judea receives a percentage of your sales.

2. Escrip – Just click on the link on the home page 

of our website, click on sign up and type in 

―Congregation Beth Judea‖ under Group Name.  

The rest of the on-screen instructions are easy to 

follow.

3. Purchase gift cards through Beth Judea.  On the 

home page of the website there is a link to 

download a copy of the gift card order form.  

Simply print the form, order your cards and send 

back to the synagogue.  We will call you when the 

gift cards arrive.

(see the bottom of page 5 of this edition of The Word for 

more information)

Due to the current economic crisis, the social action committee has 

collected grocery gift cards that are available to Beth Judea congregants 

who are in need of groceries. If you know of someone in the 

congregation who could benefit from this fund, please contact Rabbi 

Lifshitz or Lisa Neiman at 847-634-0777. If you would like to purchase 

gift cards to add to this fund, please contact Lisa by phone or by email 

at lneiman@bethjudea.org.

HELP WANTED

The Strategic Planning Committee, 

the committee charged with charting 

the future of Beth Judea, and the 

Rabbi Transition Committee, the 

committee that will oversee Rabbi 

and Mrs. Pivo' s welcome to our 

congregation will both begin meeting 

soon. For consideration as a member 

in either of these committees, please 

contact Bonnie Sender 

nocarpl@wideopenwest.com or 

Rick Drazner rjdraz@rjdrazner.com. 

CONGREGATION BETH JUDEA’S 

ANNUAL MEETING

Please plan to join us

for the Annual Meeting

that will be held on Thursday, May 26, 2011

at 8:00 pm in the synagogue sanctuary.  We 

hope you will be able to join us at 7:30 pm 

before the meeting for Minyan.

The election of officers and at-large directors 

will take place at this Annual Meeting, as 

well as approving the 2011-2012 budget.

For additional information, please see the 

letter that you received in the mail or if  you 

need another copy click the link below.

Download Annual Meeting Letter

http://www.bethjudea.org/
mailto:lneiman@bethjudea.org
mailto:nocarpl@wideopenwest.com
mailto:rjdraz@rjdrazner.com
http://www.bethjudea.org/_data/docs/cbj annual meeting.pdf


Bônai Mitzvah Bios

Carly Danielle Pine will be 

called to the Torah as a Bat 

Mitzvah on Saturday, May 7, 

2011.

Carly is a 7th grade high 

honor roll student at Daniel 

Wright Junior High School. 

She is an avid dancer and has 

been a member of the 

Energize Dance Company at 

Marcia’s for the past four 

years. She also enjoyed being 

a part of the Daniel Wright 

Poms Spirit team this past

Miranda Greene will be 

called to the Torah as a 

Bat Mitzvah on Saturday, 

May 14, 2011.

Miranda is a 7th grade 

honor roll student at Cooper 

Middle School. She is a 

member of the Cooper 

Poms squad and was on 

the Track and Field 

Team. Miranda enjoys ice 

skating, dance, and 

travel. Miranda has spent 

the last several summers at
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GIVE BACK TO BETH JUDEA
Did you know you can earn money for Beth Judea when you shop at 

Dominick's?

If you ever shop at Dominick’s or another Safeway store, you can earn money 
for Beth Judea just by shopping there once you sign up for eScrip. There is 
no cost to you.

Members, friends, families and neighbors are able to register their Fresh 
Values Card as supporters of the eScrip program. Upon receiving your 
registration, between 1% and 4% of all your purchases made at 
Safeway/Dominick’s will be given back to Congregation Beth Judea. The 
more you spend, the greater the percentage. No purchase too small.

Don’t wait to register! Log onto www.escrip.com and go to ―sign up‖ and 
designate Congregation Beth Judea to receive contributions (Group ID# 
500008226). Enter your Fresh Values Card number and you are done!

Don’t know your Fresh Values Card number? You can contact 
Safeway/Dominick’s at (877) 723-3929 and they can tell you.

Already participate with eScrip for another organization? You can still 
participate with CBJ! Simply, logon to your account at escrip.com and 
split your contributions across more than one organization.

Don't have internet access and want to register or have additional 
questions? Contact Lisa Neiman at 847-634-0777 or lneiman@bethjudea.org.

Camp Young Judaea in Waupaca, Wisconsin, and Jay's 

Camp in Lake Zurich, Illinois.

Joining Miranda on this special day will be her father 

David, her sister Emily, grandparents Seymour and 

Barbara Greene, grandparents Michael and Sharon 

Posnansky, aunts Andrea Newman and Debbie Greene 

and uncle Neil Posnansky and aunt Ronni Posnansky.

Miranda would like to thank Rabbi Lifshitz, Cantor 

Weisberg and all of her Hebrew School teachers. A 

special thank you to tutor Natalie Gurin who showed 

infinite patience and guidance in preparing her for this 

wonderful day. Miranda especially wants to remember 

her mother Cheryl, who set Miranda on the path of a 

Jewish life, and whose memory still guides her to this day.

winter. Carly adores children. She loves to babysit and is 

looking forward to being a C.I.T. at Apachi Day Camp this 

summer.

Family and friends mean the world to Carly. She is excited to 

be sharing her special day with her  proud parents, Jodi & 

David, her brother Jordan, beaming grandparents Millie & 

Harvey Pine and Simmy & Barry Weiss along with her aunts, 

uncles, cousins and close friends.

Carly and her family would like to thank Rabbi Lifshitz, Cantor 

Weisberg, Anna Besser and all of Carly’s Hebrew school 

teachers who have guided her throughout the years of her 

Jewish education. A very special thank you goes out to Carly’s

tutor, Lonnie Pervos, for preparing Carly for this special day. 

http://www.escrip.com/
http://escrip.com/
mailto:lneiman@bethjudea.org
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Abbie loves to spend her summer at Lake of the Woods 

overnight camp, and can't wait to go back for her 4th year. 

Last summer Abbie volunteered at The Claremont nursing 

home, assisting patients during activity time. 

Joining Abbie on this special day will be her parents Lisa 

and Gary Malkin, and her sister Becca. Her proud 

grandparents Fran and Howard Malkin and Allan Schwab 

will also be sharing in the celebration. 

Abbie would like to thank Rabbi Lifshitz, Cantor 

Weisberg and all of her Hebrew School Teachers for all 

their support, guidance and encouragement. A special 

thanks to Natalie Gurin, for all her guidance in preparing 

Abbie for this special day. 

Abigail Malkin will be 

called to the Torah as a Bat 

Mitzvah on Saturday, May 21, 

2011. 

Abbie is a seventh grade 

High Honor Roll student at 

Daniel Wright Junior High 

school. At school Abbie enjoys 

singing in the school chorus, 

but most of her free time is 

spent at the ice rink. Abbie has 

skated on a synchronized 

skating team for the past 6 

years, and really enjoys 

competing with her team.

Molly Granoff will be called to 

the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on 

Saturday, May 28, 2011.

Molly is a 7th grade student.   

She is active in sports and 

performing arts including Poms, 

Track and Field as well as 

competitive dance.

Molly’s love of the performing 

arts extends into this coming 

summer where she will be 

volunteering to work with 

campers in the Park District’s 

Showbiz Kids program.

Joining Molly for this milestone are her proud parents 

David and Kimberly and her brother Jared.  Honored to be 

part of this simcha are her grandparents Judy Granoff, Larry 

and Sandra Zinn and Etta Zinn.

Molly and her family would like to thank Rabbi Lifshitz, 

Cantor Weisberg and all of her Hebrew School Teachers.  A 

very special thanks goes out to Tzvia Krivitzky for her 

patience and guidance with her Haftorah and Torah studies.

CAMP NEWS

Ramah Day Camp is currently hiring energetic, friendly, hard 

working staff. If you know anyone who would like to work at the day 

camp this summer, please have them contact Director Lori Stark by 

e-mail at director@ramahday.com or by phone at (312) 606-0444.

Enrollment is Open! Sign up today. Why not give your child the gift 

of a Ramah camping experience. For more information email 

info@ramahday.com or visit our website at www.ramahday.com.

BôNAI MITZVAH PARENTS

Parents of children who will be marking their b’nai

mitzvah between January 1 and June 30, 2013 are 

invited to meet with Rabbi Lifshitz and Cantor 

Weisberg and other synagogue representatives on

Tuesday, May 17, 2011 at 8:00 pm to discuss the 

Bar and Bat Mitzvah programs and requirements. 

This will be an appropriate way for questions to be 

answered and planning to be started in anticipation of 

this major life cycle event.  If your child makes his or 

her bar or bat mitzvah earlier than this time frame and 

you have not  attended such a meeting yet, you may 

also join us.

mailto:director@ramahday.com
mailto:info@ramahday.com
https://server.ramahwisconsin.com/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.ramahday.com
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR SCHOOL!

They say a picture is worth a 
thousand words.  Earlier this 
year, Behrman House, a Jewish 
publishing company, was looking 
for pictures to use on their 
website and in upcoming 
publications.  

Congratulations to us, because 
one of our photo entries was 
picked as a winner for the 
Behrman House photo contest!  
They LOVED the photo of the 
young children reading from the 
Torah. It was just adorable!  
²ŜΩǾŜ ǿƻƴ ŀ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ 
(15 copies) of any of the 
Behrman House textbooks.  

END OF YEAR SCHOOL EVENTS:

It’s hard to believe how fast this school year has gone.  We are all gearing up for the end of the year events.  

Please take a look at what is happening this month.  For more information, please contact the school office.

May 6-7: Aleph-Bet Kallah

All Aleph and Bet students will be attending this overnighter at the Camp Henry Horner in Ingleside, IL.  We will 

celebrate Shabbat as a community and have some great activities planned for the day.

Gimel Shabbat – we invite all parents to join us on the last day of Gimel Shabbat (May 21st) to celebrate the 

year and daven together as a community.  This is your opportunity to see what your children have learned during 

the course of the year with Norm & Marc. 

The Israel Solidarity Walk will be on Sunday, June 5th.  We encourage all families to attend the walk.  Buses 

will run to Twin Groves from the synagogue as well as Stevenson High School.  Food and entertainment will 

kick off the walk from 8:30 am ï10 am. The Walk itself will begin at 10 am.  This year’s entertainer is Kol

Sasson.  Please call the synagogue office to register for the bus.

Heh End of the Year Program will take place on Tuesday, May 17th at 6:15 pm.  More information to follow 

soon!

Second Grade Graduation will take place on Sunday, May 22nd at 11:15 am.  We invite all families to join us for 

this wonderful occasion!  More details to come.

Aleph Torah Assembly – we invite all Aleph Families to join us on Sunday, May 15h at 11 am for this wonderful 

event.  Students will be presenting a project that they have been working on all year with Mrs. Weiner and Ms. 

Hilder.
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TaôamYisrael ïAn Adventure of a Lifetime

Ealier this year, several of our 8th Graders participated in a fabulous Israeli trip called, Ta’am Yisrael: a Taste 

of Israel.  Ta’am Yisrael aims to give participants a meaningful, intense, emotional and focused taste of their 

heritage through a weeklong, "hands-on" experience in Israel.   

Below are some excerpts from our students who went on the trip.

Ta’am Yisrael means more than just a trip to Israel.   It is a bonding of Jewish people in a land we can all call 

our own.   I felt that every step I took gave me a greater connection to my past so I could do more for our 

future.   Even at my first Ta’am meeting I felt a part of something special.   All the staff was so warm and kind, 

and the fellow participants were all very fun to be with.   I believe every child should get a chance to 

experience Israel for oneself whether it’s a night in the desert, the chance to visit with other Israeli kids, spend 

Shabbat in the great synagogue, or go into the Dead Sea Israel is a unique and important experience for 

every Jewish person.   This was my second trip to Israel and yet there was no experience quite like the Ta’am

experience.   To learn about and to experience Israel with your peers, and then to be able to share your ideas 

and thoughts with each other was so enlightening and enriching.  Ta’am opened up a door to Israel I never 

knew existed.   This may not have been my first time in Israel but it sure is not my last time in Israel.

- Hayley Posner

My experiences on Ta’am Yisrael were some of the greatest of my life.  We saw and experienced many

different things.  On the first day we woke up at 2 in the morning to get onto a plane.  

We had a 2 hour delay and when we got to Newark they had to deice the plane for two

hours.   After a 10 hour flight we got to Israel.   By the way, our luggage did NOT make 

the flight.  It showed up a day later.  Right after we got off the plane we went to the 

underground ammunition factory.  After that we went to the Palmach museum.  Then we 

went to the Carmel Mountains to see a memorial site for a previous bus driver.  It was a busy

first day. 

On Thursday we went onto an archeological dig in Bet Guvrin.  Later we went to

pick oranges for the needy.  After that we saw Independence Hall where the 

Declaration was made.  Later we saw a show put on by the deaf and blind and 

had dinner served by deaf waiters.   Right after that we went to Tel Aviv University

to do some Israeli dancing with Israeli youths.  

On Friday we drove to Jerusalem for Shabbat.  We saw the western Wall and then explored the tunnels under 

it.   I went to a reform Synagogue for Shabbat evening.   The next day I went to the Great Synagogue.  We 

also played some games.   We also met Israeli teens.   Saturday night we went to see the Tower of David 

sound and light show.  That night we also went to the Western Wall at midnight.   It was one of the coolest 

things. 
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TaôamYisrael ïAn Adventure of a Lifetime (continued)

On Sunday we went to Yad Vashem and a children’s Hospital, where we gave 

them gifts such as stuffed animals, Ammunition Hill and a night with the 

Bedouins.  

On the last day we climbed up and down Masada.  Then we swam in the 

Dead Sea.  It was easy to float in the Dead Sea.  It 

really hurt when you get the salt water into your eyes 

or a cut.  Then we went Ein Gedi for lunch and Latrun

as the last stop before the airport. 

Every day was filled with so many experiences.   Most of these events

were moving to me.  I would recommend that anyone who gets the 

chance to go should. 

Daniel Balogh

SCHOOL CALENDAR

April:

Shabbat 4/2 Gimel Shabbat Resumes

Sunday 4/3 Religious School Classes Resume

Sunday 4/10 Aleph Class Family Program

Tuesday 4/12 Last Day of BJU

Tuesday 4/19 No Classes – Passover

Tuesday 4/26 No Classes - Passover

Friday 4/29 Aleph Family Shabbat Dinner

May:

Tuesday 5/3 3rd-6th Grade School Yom Ha’atzmaut Program

Friday 5/6 – Saturday 5/7

Aleph – Bet Kallah

Sunday 5/15 Aleph Torah Assembly

Tuesday 5/17 Heh End of Year Program

Shabbat 5/21 Last Gimel Shabbat

Sunday 5/22 LAST DAY of School

Second Grade End of Year Program

June:

Sunday 6/5 Israel Solidarity Walk



Family Programs
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Lôhitraot!  See you soon!

Mindy Gold

mindygold@sbcglobal.net

Click Here to Join us on Facebook

Check out our full calendar of events here. 

Like what you see in family programming and want to 

help keep it going?Please consider volunteering to 

help with one of our programs this year

FOF May 2011 Slideshow

May2011 Flyer

Wednesday May 4, 2011 Focus on Families Organizational Meeting (see flyer above)

Friday May6, 2011 6:30 PM Tot Shabbat 

Sunday May12, 2011 10:30 AM Gan Shalom

Thursday May19, 2011 2:00 PM ChallahChaverim

Saturday EveryShabbat Morning 10:30 AM Gan Shabbat

Click on the Links Below to View the Flyers SIGN UP FOR FOCUS ON 

FAMILIES EVENTS ONLINE 

BY CLICKING HERE

http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=116931865005541
mailto:mindygold@sbcglobal.net
mailto:mindygold@sbcglobal.net
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=116931865005541
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=116931865005541
http://www.google.com/calendar/embed?src=ofbvd5o96d4dibqp5b3qbobgts@group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America/Chicago
http://www.bethjudea.org/_data/docs/fof - mayl 2011 for web and email [autosaved].pdf
http://www.bethjudea.org/_data/docs/fof - mayl 2011 for web and email [autosaved].pdf
http://www.bethjudea.org/_data/docs/fof - mayl 2011 for web and email [autosaved].pdf
http://www.bethjudea.org/_data/docs/may cbj flyer.pdf
http://www.bethjudea.org/_data/docs/may cbj flyer.pdf
http://www.bethjudea.org/_data/docs/may cbj flyer.pdf
http://www.bethjudea.org/_data/docs/may cbj flyer.pdf
http://www.bethjudea.org/_data/docs/may cbj flyer.pdf
http://www.bethjudea.org/_data/docs/apr cbj flyer.pdf
http://www.bethjudea.org/_data/docs/gan shabbat.pdf
http://www.bethjudea.org/FocusonFamiliesRSVP.asp


Page 13The Word May 2011

MENôS CLUB

LIST OF UPCOMING EVENTS

2011

May 1 Men’s Club – Java Judea

May 7 Pack Lox Boxes

May 7 Lieberman Home

May 8 Deliver Lox Boxes

June 4 Lieberman Home

June 12 SAVE THE DATE – Special Breakfast

July 2 Lieberman Home

July 30 Lieberman Home

August 27 Lieberman Home

Regular monthly meeting is the 1st Wednesday of each 

month.

**LOOK FOR OUR FLIERS FOR DETAILS

The Menôs Club

I want to thank the congregants of Beth Judea. We 

were having problems getting people to help out with the 

mailing of the Yom Hasshoah candles. I asked Lisa to 

send an email to the congregation and the response was 

overwhelming. We had 20 volunteers. Thank you Evan 

Rumack, Sherri and Morrie Lieberman, Arin Lierberman, 

Ariel Rose, Kevin Rose, Harlene Pearlman, Pamela 

Lieberman, Jerry Sakol, Larry Wollheim, Jeff Kostis, Mark 

Travis, Gloria Hernandez, Alan Marcus, Camey Zussman, 

Jeff Goldberg, Orin Rotman, Sandy Victor and Eric 

Yegelwel.

Throughout the year the Men’s Club goes to the 

Lieberman’s Geriatric Health Care Center to help the 

elderly get down to and participate in Shabbat services. 

We are looking for new people to volunteer. I know we all 

are busy but how can we not respond to the needs of our 

own elderly. This is a perfect opportunity for a parent to 

attend with their children and fulfill the obligation of doing 

Mitzvot. I am sure Canton Weisberg will accept this as 

part of the Bar Mitzvah Program. 

We need help from 9:30 a.m. to about 11:30 a.m. The 

upcoming dates are May 7th, June 4th, July 2nd, July 30th

and August 27, 2011. If you can help, please contact 

Gerry Sakol or Bob Weisssman.

On May 1, 2011 and June 12, 2011 you are invited to 

join us for breakfast. 

Please call and order your lox boxes. We can also use 

help in packing on Saturday, May 7, 2011 and delivering 

on Sunday, May 8, 2011. Please contact me or David 

Granoff.

At packing we will be providing dessert. Please bring 

your kids. Everyone seems to have a great time. 

Again, thank you for your help and support. 

Fred Rabinowitz

Click here to download full flyer

http://www.bethjudea.org/_data/docs/java judea.pdf
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I don’t normally write this article in the first person, 

but this month will be different. By the time many of 

you read this article, the Sisterhood elections will 

have taken place. A year ago we made the decision 

to change the way the presidents serve their 

terms. It used to be concurrent – two new presidents 

coming in at the same time. Starting this past year 

we instituted alternate years for a new 

president. This way a new president would always 

be teamed up with an experienced president and so 

on and so on. I remained as president so Debbi 

Green, as the new incoming president, would be 

paired with me for one year. That year is now up and 

I will be leaving the office. It has been an amazing 

time, especially having the opportunity to serve for 

two years with Lauri Rosenbloom and one year with 

Debbi Green. They were a delight to partner with 

and always open to new ideas, continuing with tried 

and true programs, and solving the myriad problems 

one might encounter as president. It has been an 

honor and a privilege to serve with both of them.

As I leave the office of president of Beth Judea 

Sisterhood, I will be stepping into a new role. On 

May 15th I will be installed as the new president of 

Central Great Lakes Region of Women’s League for 

Conservative Judaism. Instead of dealing with just 

one fabulous sisterhood in Long Grove, I will be 

dealing with many other fabulous sisterhoods 

in Illinois, Indiana, Wisconsin, Michigan, Ohio, Kentuc

ky andWestern Pennsylvania. My immediate 

predecessor, Laurie B. Davis, will be a hard act to 

follow. She was able to visit all 52 of the sisterhoods 

in our region. What a road warrior!! I am extremely 

grateful that she lives so close and will be able to 

advise me when I run into situations where I need a 

mentor. I am one lucky incoming president!!

I am also thrilled that Lauri Rosenbloom will be the 

Region Torah Fund VP and that Debbi Green will be 

the Region parliamentarian. I am so glad the team is 

staying together!!

If any of you happen to be in the Detroit area on 

Sunday, May 15th, I would be touched and honored if 

you would be able to join us at the installation 

dinner. I look forward to the challenges and 

opportunities the next two years will bring. Stay 

tuned and feel free to join in!

Rhonda Cohn

Still ½ Sisterhood President
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SISTERHOOD  PROGRAMMING

You are invitedé

Monday, May 2, 2011 -- Social Program

Make new friends and keep the old!

7:30 p.m. Sisterhood Election of 

new officers

7:50 p.m. Card Making, scrapbook 

\ techniques,  fun!

Where? At the Shul

Cost? $5 donation

Dear Sisterhood Friends,

On Monday, May 2, we are having our annual 

Sisterhood meeting election for new officers for next year 

followed by a social program. Wendy Weinger will be 

teaching card making using some easy and fun scrapbook 

techniques. Please bring 2-3 photos that you would like 

used in your card that you will complete and take home. It 

can be for Mother's Day or a birthday. In addition or 

instead of, if you would like to work on your page for the 

scrapbook we will be giving the rabbi, this will be a perfect 

opportunity.

Cost of the program is a mere $5 per person and the 

skill you will leave with will last a lifetime! Please RSVP to 

wendycrops@comcast.net so she knows how many 

supplies to bring.

Bobbi Goldenberg

Dates to Remember

May 2 Sisterhood Elections and Program

mailto:wendycrops@comcast.net


Interpretive Minyan in the Library
Service Leader:  Norm Kurtz

You are invited to join the Interpretive Minyan in the 

Library the first and third Shabbat of every month.  Our 

minyan is designed to build community by  providing a 

passionate, meaningful and spiritual Shabbat morning 

experience.  

Our minyan is friendly and welcoming to all who choose to 

attend.  We meet in the synagogue library on the second 

floor from 10:30 until 11:45.  

Shabbat shalom,

Norm Kurtz
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ADULT  EDUCATION

ADULT EDUCATION AT 

CONGREGATION BETH JUDEA.

Congregation Beth Judea offers a variety of 

meaningful Jewish learning opportunities through 

classes, lectures and informal sessions on Jewish 

Law, Torah, prayer and other topics of interest that 

will intrigue and inspire you.

All classes (unless otherwise noted) are held at 

Congregation Beth Judea.

For a listing of adult education classes offered here 

at CBJ, you can download our Adult Ed brochure by 

clicking here.

―When I pray, 

I speak to God;

When I study,

God speaks to me.‖

-quote by Rabbi Louis Finkelstein

The Word May 2011

WEEKLY CLASSES AT BETH JUDEA:

These classes are ongoing.  Please join at any time.

Wednesdayôs ï8:00 pm ïVerse by Verse: Torah Study

Saturdayôs ï9:00 am ïShabbat Torah/Haftarah Study

Sunday ï8:00 am ïWords of My Mouth: Talmud Study

Click Here to Download 

Our New 2010 – 2011 

CBJ Program Guide 

which contains Adult Ed 

Course Schedules, 

Calendars and more!

SAVE THE DATE: (click the link above for more info)
Intro to Judaism – Ongoing  Every Thursday at 8:00 pm

AJEC 2011 SPRING SERIES ï

SESSIONS START IN MAY
See Next Page for Additional Information or 

Click Here to Download Flyer

Introduction  to Judaism

Ongoing  Every Thursday at 8:00 pm

Special Upcoming Speakers (see below)

Got Judaism? Come Meet the Rabbis of Four Movements of Judaism! 

Have you ever wondered, ñWhatôs the difference between Conservative 

Judaism and Reform Judaism? What isHumanistic Judaism anyway?ò Then 

the following lectures are for you!

The Adult Education departmentôs Introduction to Judaismclasswill have 

guest speakers representing four movements of Judaism, and YOU are invited 

to attend! There is no charge for this event, but we ask that you contact the 

instructor, Gloria Hernandez, one week in advance to ensure that enough seats 

are available: hadassahorah@gmail.com or (847) 508-0445.

Please note that the date for each lecture is on a Thursday evening

8:00 p.m. ð9:00 p.m. 

Room 13 at Congregation Beth Judea

April 28 ïReform Judaism: Guest speaker Rabbi Alison Abrams(Temple 

Chai, Long Grove)

May 5 ïConservative Judaism: Guest speaker Rabbi Howard Lifshitz(Beth 

Judea, Long Grove) 

May 19 ïHumanistic Judaism: Guest speaker Rabbi Jodi Kornfeld(Beth 

Chaverim, Deerfield)

May 26 ïOrthodox Judaism: Guest speaker Rabbi YerachmielPickholtz

(Bais Ahavas Yisroel [BAY Shul], Buffalo Grove)

So please come with your questions, comments, and an open mind as we 

discover how each of these movements of Judaism differ from one another, 

and learn what each has in common. We look forward to welcoming you!

http://www.bethjudea.org/images/2010-2011 CBJ Program Guide.pdf
http://www.bethjudea.org/images/2010-2011 CBJ Program Guide.pdf
http://www.bethjudea.org/images/2010-2011 CBJ Program Guide.pdf
http://www.bethjudea.org/images/2010-2011 CBJ Program Guide.pdf
http://www.bethjudea.org/images/2010-2011 CBJ Program Guide.pdf
http://www.bethjudea.org/images/2010-2011 CBJ Program Guide.pdf
http://www.bethjudea.org/images/2010-2011 CBJ Program Guide.pdf
http://www.bethjudea.org/images/2010-2011 CBJ Program Guide.pdf
http://www.bethjudea.org/images/2010-2011 CBJ Program Guide.pdf
http://www.bethjudea.org/images/2010-2011 CBJ Program Guide.pdf
http://www.bethjudea.org/_data/docs/ajec flyer - may 2011.pdf
mailto:hadassahorah@gmail.com


Look Whatôs Happening at the 

Board of Jewish Education Early 

Childhood Center!

We have been very busy these last several weeks!  Our 

three-four year old classes have just completed their 

Israel unit.  They learned about Israel and the people that 

live there.  They completed this unit with a ―trip to Israel‖.  

The day of the trip, the children came with their suitcases 

in tow, packed with the necessary items for a long plane 

ride.  As they arrived at the El Al ticket counter, they 

picked up their passports and their tickets.  On the plane, 

they saw slides of Israel.  When they landed, their rooms 

had been transformed.   They visited a shuk (Israeli 

market) where they ate falafel, and squeezed their own 

oranges for fresh orange juice.  They went to Hadassah 

Hospital as well as Safed, where their original works of art 

were on display and available for ―purchase‖.  Some 

children visited a Kibbutz where they milked a cow and 

pulled some vegetables.  This is truly a magical 

experience for the children as well as their parents.

The Pre-K classes have also culminated their study of 

Israel.  They were focusing more on the land of Israel.  

They began by learning how the Jewish people came 

back to resettle the land of Israel.  In conjunction with this, 

the children did extensive planting.  Each child kept a 

journal of their bean plant, charting its growth.  They took 

a fieldtrip to the Botanic Gardens where they studied the 

different greenhouses, especially focusing on the Cactus 

Greenhouse.  The children each sketched a cactus, 

paying careful attention to the size, shape and color.  The 

children came back and using clay, recreated a cactus 

they had seen.  We looked at various citrus fruits and 

compared and contrasted them, sorted them in many 

different ways and counted the seeds in the different 

fruits.  The children and their families celebrated the 

culmination of this unit of study with a feast of the fruits of 

Israel.  A wonderful time was had by all!

We take great pride in our early literacy program as well 

as our pre-math program.  Our cutting edge curriculum 

prepares the children for a lifetime of learning.  The BJE 

schools leave the children with a strong foundation of 

learning and social skills as they prepare for kindergarten 

and beyond.

New for the 2011-2012 School Year!

We will be offering many different extended day options 

for the children in our 3-4  year old classes and our pre-k 

classes.  We offer classes for children aged 15 months-5 

years of age.  For more information about our school or to 

schedule a tour please call Janet Sear at 847 634-0363 or 

visit our website at www.bjeecc.org

BJE
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YOUTH

IN RECOGNITION

At the Spring Kinnus Spring Convention for USY (United 

Synagogue Youth), the members of BJUSY (Beth Judea United 

Synagogue Youth) and Kadima (a younger youth group) had the two 

most prestigious awards possible presented to them. Kinnus is 

CHUSY's (Chicago's United Synagogue Youth) annual spring 

convention, when, among other things, the new regional executive 

board gets elected and the Chapter of the Year is awarded.

Beth Judea's USY won CHUSY Regions Chapter of the Year.

Beth Judea's Kadima won CHUSY Region Most Improved 

Kadima Chapter of the Year.

Hearty congratulations goes out ot each and every member of 

BJUSY and Kadima. This award is a direct result of the hard work 

and dediction of each and every one of its members. A special thank 

you to the following people who have gone above and beyond in their 

efforts to make BJUSY the best in the region:

First, the members of the BJUSY executive board:

Co-Presidents Rachel Bikshorn (Long Grove) and 

Eric Golberg (Long Grove)

Israel Affairs VP Josh Heiger (Buffalo Grove)

SA/TO VP Becky Erhmann (Buffalo Grove)

Religion Education VP Zach Taub (Buffalo Grove)

Communications VP Matt Ganden (Buffalo Grove)

Programming VP Adam Bender (Buffalo Grove)

Membership/Kadima VP Lindsey Antman (Long Grove)

Additionally, thanks goes to two hard working and dedicated 

Youth Advisers Cheryl Meltzer and Aaron Polonsky.

Thanks to Debbie Dubin, VP of Youth and the rest of the youth 

committee who work tirelessly behind the scenes to support our youth 

in every way possible.

Finally, a huge round of applause to Marc Sender, Beth Judea's 

Youth Director, for his leadership, dedication and initiative.

Marc Sender, Youth Director

Congregation Beth Judea

847-634-0777 ext. 114 YouthDirector@BethJudea.org

CBJ  CALENDAR

You can now access our calendar 

with up to date information on our 

website at www.bethjudea.org

UPCOMING YOUTH EVENTS:

May 22 – Kadima/Kadinkers Capannari Ice Cream –

12:00 noon – 3:00 pm

May 29 – Kadima/Kadinkers American Academy of Gymnastics –

12:00 noon – 3:00 pm

http://www.bjeecc.org/
mailto:YouthDirector@BethJudea.org
http://www.bethjudea.org/
http://www.bethjudea.org/_data/docs/kadima and kadinkers capannari ice cream flyer 2011.jpg
http://www.bethjudea.org/_data/docs/kadima and kadinkers capannari ice cream flyer 2011.jpg
http://www.bethjudea.org/_data/docs/kadima and kadinkers capannari ice cream flyer 2011.jpg
http://www.bethjudea.org/_data/docs/kadima and kadinkers capannari ice cream flyer 2011.jpg
http://www.bethjudea.org/_data/docs/kadima and kadinkers capannari ice cream flyer 2011.jpg
http://www.bethjudea.org/_data/docs/kadima and kadinkers capannari ice cream flyer 2011.jpg
http://www.bethjudea.org/_data/docs/kadima and kadinkers capannari ice cream flyer 2011.jpg
http://www.bethjudea.org/_data/docs/kadima gymnastics flyer 2011.jpg
http://www.bethjudea.org/_data/docs/kadima gymnastics flyer 2011.jpg
http://www.bethjudea.org/_data/docs/kadima gymnastics flyer 2011.jpg
http://www.bethjudea.org/_data/docs/kadima gymnastics flyer 2011.jpg
http://www.bethjudea.org/_data/docs/kadima gymnastics flyer 2011.jpg
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SISTERHOOD  GIFTSHOP

Congregation Beth Judea Gift Shop (Where shopping is a mitzvah)

The Sisterhood of Congregation Beth Judea's Judaica Shop carries a wide variety of Judaica and gift items such as tallitot, kippot, Seder 

plates, Chanukah menorahs, candlesticks, kiddush cups, tzedakah boxes, mezzuzah cases, books, toys, games and teacher gifts and non-

religious gift items.  They carry Gary Rosenthal, Nambe and a large number of items that are imported directly from Israel.  The shop also 

carries special seasonal items and gift baskets.  In addition, they can special order about anything you may want.

Stop by when the shop is open: Sundays from 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM and by appointment.  Karen Nagel is the Gift Shop Manager.

Congregation Beth Judea Gift Shop
(Where shopping is a mitzvah)

20% OFF

ONE SINGLE ITEM OF $25 OR MORE

Coupon must be present at time of purchase

Exclusions include sale merchandise, special orders, scrolls, consignment items.  

Nambe Discount Limited to 10% 

One coupon per family. No other discounts or promotions apply --

Expires May 31, 2011

COUPON

The Gift Shop has lots of 

new merchandise, 

including great High 

Holiday and other holiday 

gift items, as well as 

Bat/Bat Mitzvah and 

wedding gift items.  

Check out their own 

L'CHAIM TOO! Cook-

book, filled with  special 

recipes for all your holiday 

needs or as a great gift 

for any occasion. They  

accept MC, VISA. and 

Discover.

COLLEGE   CONNECTIONS

Koach Outreach Program for College Students

Koach is the Conservative Movements' outreach program for 

college students. The Koach website at www.koach.org always 

has interesting and helpful information. 

For those of you who are about to begin your college 

experience, Koach has produced a wonderful guide that you 

should view and refer to in the coming weeks. You will find it at

www.koach.org/guide.htm. 

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS

Helpful Links and Resources

JUF Jewish United Fund

JVS Jewish Vocational Services

Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Chicago

JCFS Jewish Child and Family Services

JCC Jewish Community Centers

CJE Council for Jewish Elderly

JUF NW Suburban NewsJUF Northwest Suburban News

JUF Right Start is a gift program that gives a one-time 

grant of $500 - $1000 per family to offset the cost of 

tuition to a local Jewish preschool made the first year 

a child is enrolled.  It is not based on need.  For more 

information go to http://www.juf.org/rightstart

JUF RIGHT START

SOCIAL ACTION & ISRAEL AFFAIRS

Upcoming Social Action Events

Spring Mitzvah Mania 

Sign up now for a one time volunteer project through the JUF 

TOV Volunteer network.  These projects run from March 13 -

May 16.  Sign up at www.Juf.org/tov

Beth Judea will also serve as a collection site for the Spring 

Mitzvah Mania.  We will be collecting non-perishable kosher 

foods and new or gently used books beginning March 13

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102674171927&s=633&e=001vwpv8gFl2oi_vGR10WYI7xXI5VO8h2psmVa0iT1RBXr9UbRdC3J1RuzA675sFMmAfJ3y5-vZiTmh0xqrXJPOVsbAZ4pMwMReA4E_MN4GV5Y=
http://www.koach.org/guide.htm
http://www.juf.org/
http://www.jvschicago.org/
http://www.juf.org/
http://www.jcfs.org/
http://www.jccofchicago.org/
http://www.cje.net/
http://www.juf.org/northwest/default.aspx
http://www.juf.org/rightstart
http://www.juf.org/tov
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SHALVA

The Face of Domestic Abuse is not always 

easy to recognize.  It could be your daughter, 

your sister, your best friend.

Domestic abuse can happen to anyone at 

any time.  One in four women will experience 

domestic abuse at some point in her lifetime.  

90% of children are aware of the abuse 

directed at their mothers.

Abuse can take many forms: verbal, 

emotional, financial, sexual, physical and 

psychological.

SHALVA has helped over 4,000 Jewish 

women since 1986 and is specifically certified 

by the State of Illinois to provide domestic 

violence counseling.  We are the oldest 

independent Jewish domestic violence agency 

in the United States.

SHALVA offers free confidential domestic 

abuse counseling services to the Chicago 

Jewish Community.  

SHALVA’s free, confidential services include:

24 hour crisis-line 773-583-4673 (HOPE)

Culturally sensitive individual & group                                                                                 

counseling

Legal information & court support

Financial assistance

Rabbinical & community advocacy & training

Information and referrals

Community prevention & educational programs

The Word May 2011

SAVE THE DATE

MT NESTERS

We’re still here!!  We’re getting younger every year!!

Where are you?

Seriously – this is a great way to meet and hang out 

with your contemporaries.

The MT Nesters is open to the community and our 

annual dues are still at $20.  However, there’s a 

special deal for Beth Judea members – the dues for 

your first year membership in MT Nesters is NONE - - -

ZERO.

We meet once a month, usually on Sunday evening, 

except for February and the summer months.  Call 

Carol at (847) 537-3566 or Sam at (847) 459-0316.

MT NESTERS



We firmly believe that reaching out to others 

benefits not only the recipient, but the person 

providing help as well.  This is, without a 

doubt, a win-win situation for all involved.

If you are interested in making a difference, 

please contact one of the committee 

members below.

Rabbi Lifshitz

Wendy Wunsch

Evan Rumack

Congregation Beth Judea

Bikur Cholim Committee

Please complete the following form to notify the committee of a person who is ill, hospitalized or in a rehabilitation facility,

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________

Location ______________________________________________________________________________

Contact person/phone number: ____________________________________________________________

Your name: ___________________________________________________________________________

□ Please contact this person

□ Please ask the clergy to contact this person

Please return this card to the office before or after Shabbat.  You may also fax the information to (847) 634-8055,

call the Rabbi or contact our committee chairs,                                                         

Wendy Wunsch                                          Evan Rumack                                            Beth Judea Office

(847) 253-4130                                            (847) 6 34-0777

evanbr1@comcast.net info@bethjudea.org

BIKUR CHOLIM

YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE
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The Word May 2011

WE WOULD LIKE TO KNOW . . . . 

If you are celebrating a life cycle event such as a birth, 

engagement or wedding, we would like to know about it 

so that this milestone can be included in The Word.

If you are ill or know someone who is sick, we would 

like to know about it so that a prayer for recovery can be 

said, so that the clergy can call or visit, and so that the 

Bikur Cholim committee can be notified and be of 

assistance.

If there is a death in your family, we would like to know 

about it so that we can offer our support, can share this 

information with our congregation, and so that we can 

add your loved one to our Yahrzeit records.

Please call the synagogue office with this information. 

Do not assume that someone else will have notified the 

synagogue staff.

mailto:evanbr1@comcast.net?subject=Bikur Cholim
mailto:info@bethjudea.org?subject=Bikur Cholim
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May 6 Sidney Attenberg Rose Ban William Barston* Oscar R Berman*

Bill Carol* Shirley Dicker Marcella Edelberg* Dolores Fine

Larry Fox* Carl Freedman* Abe Gistenson Sura Gleyzer

Ruth Groner* Gloria Harris Harriet Harris Fannie I Kaner*

Leon Korol Irwin Layden Sylvia Leavitt Louie Levitt

Irving Markowitz* Rose Meskin* Minnie Mirotznik Morris Pollack

Martha Rosenbaum* Saul Samuels Joseph Shikafsky* Lillian Stein

Ada Weiss

May 13 Harvey Angel Harry Bauer Lenore Bencje Alice Brand

Anna Brody* Harry J Caplan* Merrill Cohen Malva Dobrikin*

Martha Forman Jenny Gardberg* Goldie Graff* Harold Hennes

Howard Jaffe Nancy Karlin Stuart Kaufman Max Levine*

Merrill Litwin Harry Markowitz Walter Mendelsohn Louis Moss

Eva Rosenblatt Morris Rovin* Martin Rubinroth Sheila Rubinstein

George Schallman Ida Schiffman Shel Schuster Joseph Schwartz

Emanuel Seider Harry A Seltzer Paul Spangler Gladys Wallach*

Sam Wolf*

May 20 Minnie Berg Ruth Brown Marshall Coady* Morris P Cohen*

Bobbie Fischer* Lynne Isaacson* Lisa Jacobs Nathan Kahn

Arthur Karns* Harry Kintz* Max Kriegler Richard A  Krivitzky*

Lois London Benjamin Ludwig Sadie Marcus Benjamin Margules

Frieda Nagelberg Goldie Nathan* Frank Neubauer Sol Pinsker

Ida Rice Burton Rosenbaum* Molly Springer* Richard Weisbaum

Daniel White Helen Yedlin

May 27 Phyllis Appel Edward Barkan Rebecca Berger* Alice Braun*

Hyman Brody* Doris Byk Barry J  Citrow Emanuel Feinstone

Phyllis Geltner* Sidney Goldin Rosalyn Grossman* Lillian Horwitz*

Leonard Lavin Edward Leibowitz Ezra Levin Joseph Levin*

Benjamin LeVine Manuel Litwin Ethel Lomansky Irving Lozowski

Sylvia Ludwig Alan Momet David Momet Theodore Munn*

Pinney Paul Louis Pieter* Sheldon Pollack Nita Ritov

Edward Robbin Jack Rosemarin Sam Shiner*

May  Yahrzeits

YOU WILL ALWAYS BE REMEMBERED

AND ALWAYS IN OUR HEARTS
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June 3 Joseph Albun* Rose Babbitt Ralph Barnett Martin Berenson*

Arthur Bloom Margaret Bornstein Benjamin Braude Eli Brickman*

Muriel Brown* Sarah Cohen* Sol David Cooper Jean Edidin

Bernhard Edlestein* Sylvia Frager Philip Goldberg Joan de Graaff

Henry Graff* Irvin Greiman* Jerome B Hirshman* Marion Horwich

Florence Levine Fay Lewis* David Magill Judith Mendelsohn

Edward Momet Bertha Pander Leonard Powell* Irma Reicher*

Bernard Rich Irvin Roth Belle Rubenstein* Eleanor K Sager

William Schero Bertha Schnabel Gail Schwab Ethel Serbin*

Max Wasserman Al Wolf* Mary Yatkowsky*

June 10 Robert Abrahams Abraham Almeleh Shelley F Bregman* Walter Brin*

Howard Coady* Charles Davis* Audrey Debs Charles Drobny*

Sherman Eisenberg Eugene Epstein Samuel Felschreiber William Goldstein

Edward Gordon Morris Goroff Rose Green Abe Greenberg

Helen Greenberg Max Greenhill Meyer Harris Meyer Herman*

Eva Hershinow Johnson Alex Kaufman* Eve Kovel Robert Lessin

Brenda Levitt* Amelia Marcus Ernest Mathias* Sheldon J Mills

Ruth Moline* Harvey Peck* Julius Polansky Sam Remer*

Joseph Sabol Earl H Segal Martin Sherman Donald Siegel*

Sabrina Siegel* Sarah Shirley Simons* Elaine Spira Rena Stoller

June 17 Bea Bauer* Maurice Chorney* Sol Chubin Nathan Fraiman

Robert Halperin* Fannie Herman* Rachel Hershman* Janice Jacobson*

William Kamerling* Milton Kane Irving Katz* Manya Khakham

Tilly F Kohl Pauline Krivitzky* Bob Lonz Nelson Rafal

David Rosenbaum* Jane Rosenberg Nancy Seeman Seymour Selan

Lillian Simon Edward Stolman Wolf William Travis*

Dolly Zucker

June 24 Lev Bromshtein Betty Chorpash Bernice Cohen* Judith Drobner

Jacob Ellis Jack Gibbert Aileen Gold Aileen Gold*

Randy B Goldberg Osna Goldstein Hymen Kushner Morris Levin

Victor Lichtenstein* Morris Linderman* Lorraine Ramras Bernard Resen

Morris Rich Katherine Robbins Max Rosen* Hyman Rosenblum

Irwin Schuster Marc Schwartz Eric Schweitzer Mary Shapiro

Raymond Simons* Bertha Sobol Stanley Stoller Nathan Stoller*

Scott Taxer Sylvia Teplinsky Pearl Tickes Toby Weinstein

June  Yahrzeits

YOU WILL ALWAYS BE REMEMBERED

AND ALWAYS IN OUR HEARTS
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Prayers have been said for the 

recovery of:

Ralph Banasiak

Kira Boden-Gologorsky

Renee Brown

Harold Gordon 

Linda Haft

Nancy Kekst

Dan Kolko

Byron Sherwin

Holly Shiffman

Condolences upon the death of:

Jack Drate

Uncle of Ethel Schwerdlin

Esther Radin

Sister of Bernard Radin

Michael Spivak

Son of Marlyn and Marc Spivak,

and brother of Daniel

FOR AN EXPLANATION OF 

THESE FUNDS, PLEASE REFER 

TO PAGES 70, 71 & 72 OF YOUR 

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY

TRIBUTES
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RABBI  LIFSHITZôS

DISCRETIONARY FUND

In Honor of:
The marriage of Keith Friedman and 
Melissa Vogel.  Mazel Tov to Geri 
and Rob Friedman.

Marlene & Bruce Saltzberg

In  Memory of:
Mac Brown,  beloved father.

Renee & Wes Brown

Michael Spivak beloved son of Marc 
and Marlyn Spivak, and our friend.

Leslie & Warren Elisco

Upon the Yahrzeit of:
Irv Ludwig

Michael, Gayle, Ian,
Leah and Jamie Ludwig

Dorothy Slavin,  in memory of my 
beloved mother.  She shall forever be 
in my heart.

Elyce Schlesinger

CANTOR WEISBERGôS

DISCRETIONARY FUND

In Appreciation of:

Cantor Weisbergôs support for 

Meganôs Bat Mitzvah.

Gary & Jayme Ernsteen

and Family

Cantor Weisbergôs teaching and 

mentoring of Ilyssa and Camey

over the past year in Yad Squad. 

The Muiseand 

ZussmanFamilies

In Memory of:
Mac Brown,  beloved father.

Renee & Wes Brown

Upon the Yahrzeit of:
Irv Ludwig

Michael, Gayle, Ian,
Leah and Jamie Ludwig

Congratulations to:

Rhonda Cohn upon becoming the 

President of Central Great Lakes 

Region of Womenôs League for 

Conservative Judaism

and

Lauri Rosenbloom on becoming the 

Regional Torah Fund Vice-President.

Lauri B. Davis upon completing her 

three-year term as President of the 

Central Great Lakes Region of the 

WomenôsLeaguefor Conservative 

Judaism.

Risa Silver upon her engagement to 

Richard Cohen and to her father 

Howard Levy.

Two New Philanthropic Funds!!

Many of our members like to make contributions to 

our Philanthropic Funds in honor of, or in memory 

of a person or an event.  I want to let you know 

that this year we have two additional funds to 

choose from when making your contributions.

The Congregational Support Fundhas been 

established to help provide dues reductions for our 

members that need help paying their synagogue 

dues.

The Albert and Linda Stark Fundhas been 

established to enrich and expand congregational 

programs, projects and activities.

The two new funds are now available along with 

all of our other Philanthropic Funds.  For a 

complete listing of the funds and their 

descriptions, please visit our website or the 

Membership Directory.

LôShana Tova,

Lee Silver 

Finance Vice President



TRIBUTES
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GENERAL  FUND

In Honor of:
The marriage of Keith Friedman and 
Melissa Vogel.  Mazel Tov to Geri and 
Rob Friedman.

Janice & Mike Schrimmer

In Appreciation of:
The use of the Benchers.

Gary & Jayme Ernsteen
and Family

Upon the Yahrzeit of:

Gilbert Agrest

Craig & Janice Minnick  and Family

Caesar Wollheim

Larry & Rhonda Wollheim

Lenore Gluskin

Jeffrey, Ellen, Joel, Michael

and Karen Gluskin

Paula Ribot, beloved mother and 

Grandmother.

Lisa & Manny Ribot

Evan and David

USY/KADIMA

SCHOLARSHIP  FUND

In Appreciation of:

The person who found my purse 

outside in the rain after the Purim 

Carnival.  Thanks.

Beth Polonsky

In  Honor of:

Diane Ganden, Mazel Tov on your 

special birthday.

Marcie, Alan and Ross Marcus

Upon the Yahrzeit of:

Carl Rosenthal, beloved father.

Paul & Florie RosenthalEDUCATION  FUND

In  Honor of:

Max Kahnôs Bar Mitzvah.

David & Maureen Stolman

Carly Danielle Pineôs Bat Mitzvah.
The LeveyFamily ïAlina, Ross,

Hillary and Justin

The marriage of Keith Friedman and 
Melissa Vogel.  Mazel Tov to Geri and 

Rob Friedman.
Nancy & Lenny Manewith

SOCIAL ACTION  FUND

In  Memory of:
Harry Leon Kohl, beloved father and 
grandfather.

Edie & Kenneth Margulesand Sons

Upon the Yahrzeit of:
Norman Emalfarb

Selma Emalfarb

Norman Emalfarb, our beloved father 
and grandfather.

Susan & Larry Futterman

Ida Freeman, our dear Buby.
Susan & Larry Futterman

ALBERT AND LINDA STARK 

FUND

In Appreciation of:
Thank you to my CBJ friends for your 
support on Election Day.

Lauren Gordon

In  Memory of:
Ryan Alexandre Briere , beloved 
nephew and cousin of Barb, Barry, 
Allison and Shaina Stark.

Mom & Dad/Nana & Zaide
Linda & Albert Stark

Ryan Alexandre Briere , beloved 
grandson of Harlene and Jeff  Reisin. 

Linda & Albert Stark

Upon the Yahrzeit of:
Calvin Stark, treasured  brother and 
uncle.

Albert & Linda Stark and Family

Jerry Kaplan, in loving memory of our 
beloved father and grandfather.
Dana, Ken, Allison and Sari Goldstein

JERRY BERENSON

MEMORIAL  FUND

Upon the Yahrzeit of:

Louis Berman, beloved father and 

grandfather.

The KanersïCarol, Shel, 

Holly and Jill

Irving Sachs, beloved father and 

grandfather.

Stacy & Marlene Sachs

and Family

ETHAN LEVITAN

MEMORIAL  FUND

In Memory of:

Ethan Levitan, in memory of his 

birthday.

Marsha & Paul Diamond

Kenneth Fried

Esther Levitan

Samuel Spielman, father of Randy 

Spielman.

Stuart, Cheryl, Ariel 

and Jonathan Kersky

Upon the Yahrzeit of:

David Keifsky, loving grandfather.

Stuart Kersky

JUDY WALCER

MEMORIAL  FUND

Upon the Yahrzeit of:

Deborah Semel, beloved mother and 

grandmother.

Lou & Louise Barnett



You can now access our calendar with up to date information on our website at 

www.bethjudea.org

MAY 2011

http://www.bethjudea.org/


INDEX

The Word May 2011
Page  27

CBJ EVENT  NOTICES / FLYERS ADVERTISERS

PAGE

Community Yom HaShoah Service 2

Expressions of Gratitude 3

CBJ Mission Statement 5

Our New Beth Judea Website 6

Congregation Beth Judea Annual Meeting 6

Ways & Means 7

Ark Family Mitzvah Project 8

Education 9

Family Programs  for April 12

Java Judea 13

Sisterhood ïSocial Program & Elections 14

Adult Education 15

AJEC Spring 2011 Adult Education Series 15

Youth 16

BJE 16

Sisterhood Gift Shop Coupon 17

Israel Solidarity Day 18

MT  Nesters 18

SHALVA 18

Bikur Cholim 19

PAGE

Camp Ramah 8

Rhyme 4 All Reasons 13

Invitations, Etc. 14

PaNosh Catering 20

Sanders Court Pediatrics 21

Shalom Memorial 24

OTHER EVENTS

CJE Senior Life 14

Helpful Links and Resources 14

College Connections 17

JUF Right Start 17



CONGREGATION BETH JUDEA

5304 RFD

Long Grove, IL 60047
(847) 634-0777

E-Mail:  info@bethjudea.org

Website:  http://www.BethJudea.org

Rabbi Howard Lifshitz

Cantor Roger J. Weisberg

President Bonnie Sender

Executive Director Lisa Neiman

Educational Director Anna Besser

Youth Director Marc Sender

From The Editors

In order for your article to be published in the next issue, we must have it at the synagogue 

by the 10th of the month!  There will be no exceptions.  This includes information on disk as well.  

We need your article as it is important to let the congregation know what your group is doing.  

Announcements should take the form of articles in The Word rather than separate flyers.  The opinions 

expressed herein are not necessarily those of the Rabbi, Board of Directors or the editors.

Worship Schedule

Conducted by

Rabbi Howard Lifshitz  and 

Cantor Roger J. Weisberg*

Monday Minyanéééééééé....... 6:15 a.m.

Daily Minyanéééééééééé....7:30 p.m.

Friday Night Servicesééééééé...7:30 p.m.

Saturday Servicesééééééééé. 9:30 a.m.

Sunday Serviceséééééééééé9:00 a.m.

Candle Lighting Times

Candle Lighting time is calculated for 18 minutes 

before sunset and is adjusted for Daylight  Savings 

Time.

May 6          ééééé.ééééé   7:38  p.m.

May 13        . éééééééééé  7:46  p.m.

May 20         éééééééééé.  7:53  p.m.

May 27         é..ééééééééé 7:59 .p.m.

.

. 

Bo-ruch A-tah Ado-nai E-lo-hei-nu Melech 

Ha-olam A-sher Ki-de-sha-nu Be-mitz-vo-tav 

Vi-tzi-va-nu Le-had-lik Ner Shel Shabbat.

Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the 

universe, who has hallowed us through His 

Commandments, and has commanded us to 

kindle the lights of the holy Sabbath.

The Blessing For  Lighting The Candles On Shabbat is

mailto:info@bethjudea.org
http://www.bethjudea.org/

