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Tell The Story

The focal point of both the Festival of Passover and the 

Passover Seder is the telling of the story of the Jewish peopleôs 

release from Egyptian slavery and the start of its journey  in 

freedom  that will lead to Mt. Sinai and the Land of Israel, a 

voyage that would reverberate throughout history, serving as a 

model for all those who reject tyranny and oppression.

Telling the story was also the theme of the recent annual 

Policy Conference of the American Israel Public Affairs 

Committee (AIPAC) that was held in Washington, D.C.  Being 

part of this outstanding gathering of supporters of Israel who 

believe in the importance of lobbying our government, is an 

intellectually stimulating and emotionally inspiring experience. 

Having the opportunity to listen to major political figures such as  

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton ,  Prime Minister of Israel 

Benjamin Netanyahu, former Prime Minister of Great Britain 

Tony Blair, outstanding representatives of the Senate and 

House, various military experts and academicians increased the 

ability of all those assembled to tell the story of Israelôs 

accomplishments, of her innovative spirit, of her commitment to 

moral actions, of her willingness to offer aid and support to a 

wide range of countries across the globe, and of the long record 

of her pursuit of peace with her neighbors.

Attending this yearôs conference in the midst of the tension 

between the United States and Israel over the building of 

apartments in a section of Jerusalem was particularly 

meaningful. Again and again representatives of both Israel and 

the United States proclaimed the strength of the American-Israel 

relationship and affirmed that nothing would weaken that 

commitment even when there are points of disagreement.  

Israelôs wish is that differences between allies should be dealt 

with privately, behind closed doors, not in the public forum, for 

such public disagreement encourages those who do not wish to 

engage in serious negotiations to do nothing but wait, 

erroneously believing that the US will force Israel into even more 

concessions.

(continued on next page)

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

Shabbat Prayers

April 2, 2010 ï7:30 pm
Those who celebrate birthdays and anniversaries during the month  of 

April will be recognized at our service on April 2nd.  Our worship will 

begin at 7:30 pm and will conclude by 8:15 pm.

Children of every age are welcome!

Upstairs Thoughts
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WORDS FROM RABBI GAMER
What Israel Meansé

As we approach Yom Haatzmaôut, Israelôs Independence Day 

on Monday April 19th,  I thought it would be interesting to look at 

what the land and state of Israel has meant to some people in the 

past and present:

ñOnly in the Holy Land can the spirit of our people develop and 

become a light for the worldò

Rabbi Abraham Isaac HaKohen Kook

ñTo consummate the purchase of a house in Israel, the deed may 

be written even on the Sabbathò

Babylonian Talmud

ñNo matter where I go, I always go to Israelò

Rabbi Nachman of Bratzlav

ñReside in Israel, even among a majority of idolaters, rather than 

outside of Israel, even among a 

majority of Jews.ò

Tosefta

ñWhat is so precious about the land? What is the magnetic quality 

of its atmosphere?  The land of Israel ïbiblical chapters hovering 

everywhere.  Places like Hebrew letters, waiting to be vocalized, 

waiting for crowns with which to be adorned.  The land is a text.ò

Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel

ñThe thing that is special about the State of Israel is not that it 

fulfills an ancient promise, or heralds a new age of material 

scrutinyébut that it finally offers the opportunity to carry out the 

social law of Judaism.ò

Emmanuel Levinas

ñIsraelénot only allows us to give expression to what is most 

noble in the Jewish tradition, but it also readily exposes moral and 

spiritual inadequacies in that tradition.ò

Rabbi David Hartman

ñFor the coming home of Israel after eighty long generations 

seems to me more than what it is usually taken for.  It is more than 

a victory of justice over brute force, thought it is that; more than an 

advance of democracy over feudalismémore than a new lease on 

life for Judaismé[it is] nothing less than the demonstration of a 

universal, vital, joyous truth concerning human existence, the truth 

of the ever present possibility in life of the miraculous.ò

Rabbi Milton Steinberg

ñAbove all, this country is our own. Nobody has to get up in the 

morning and worry what his neighbors think of him. Being a Jew is 

no problem here.ò

Golda Meir

ñI have never felt more at home than when I lived in the land of 

Israel.ò

Rabbi Robert Gamer

L'shalom,

Rabbi Robert Gamer

w!..LΩ{ w9C[9/¢Lhb{
Tell The Story (continued from cover page)

What all the speakers ð military leaders and politicians alike 

ð reiterated was that the greatest current threat to Israel, to the 

U. S., to the Arab states, to Europe and the world, was the 

possibility of a nuclear-armed Iran. For this reason the United 

States should unilaterally, and forcefully, impose economic 

sanctions upon Iran, and never preclude using force as a tool of 

foreign policy.

Another aspect of Israelôs story that we should tell is the 

incredible way Israel minimizes the risks that non-combatants 

face when the IDF acts against Palestinian terrorists. The 

Goldstone Report was a critically flawed document, one sided in 

its condemnation of Israel, ignoring the Palestinians purposeful 

use of civilians as shields, and failing to recognize the basic right 

of Israel to defend itself.  Richard Kempe, former commander of 

British Forces in Afghanistan, spoke eloquently of the morality 

with which Israelôs troops act and the need to publicly refute the 

baseless charges and legal challenges which she faces in the 

international realm.

To tell Israelôs story we have to be aware of Israelôs history, 

the nature of her vibrant democracy, the independence of her 

judiciary,  the dynamism of her creativity, and the passion of her 

people for peace and their willingness to make sacrifices to 

reach that goal. By educating ourselves to the complexities in 

the Middle East we can learn enough so that we will not  accept 

the calumnies aimed at Israel at face value . Instead we can 

become sophisticated advocates of Israel, acknowledging flaws 

while recognizing and proclaiming the strengths, the 

achievements, and the ethical nature of the only state in the 

world that is the realization of the national aspirations of the 

Jewish people.

Tell that story and take pride in Israelð both ancient and 

modern, at this season and throughout the year.

Sincerely,

Rabbi Howard Lifshitz

Click here to download flyer

http://www.bethjudea.org/images/R  Lifshitz dec 2010revised.pdf


Annual Menôs Club Shabbat ïApril 3rd

The Beth Judea Menôs Club will 

Lead the Shabbat service on 

Saturday, April 3rd, at 9:30 am.

The Kiddush following the service will be sponsored 

by the Menôs Club.  
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Pesach and I have a love-hate relationship. I suspect this is 

the same with many of you (particularly the women who have to 

do the cooking). On the other hand, I suspect, if you ask Jews in 

general, Pesach is often the favorite holiday of the year.  The story 

of freedom from a mighty tyrant is a compelling tale.  Sure Pesach 

is a lot of work. Yes, it is difficult to be different; to explain why you 

have a matzah sandwich at work this week, and no, you canôt go 

out for a drink after work. But itôs true that only those things in life 

that have some difficulty involved are truly worthwhile. It is those 

very things, the preparation for the holiday, the seder table, the 

special food and wine, and the gathering together of family and 

friends that creates memories of Pesach that endure for lifetimes. 

Those memories give both meaning and richness to our lives.

Many here at Beth Judea are donating their time and talents to 

help build those memories.  Mindy Gold has been doing an 

amazing job of rejuvenating our Families With Young Children. At 

the Passover Prep-a-Palooza our youngest congregants built their 

own pyramids, crossed the Red Sea, welcomed the hungry into 

their homes, just to name a few of the activities these families 

enjoyed. In January a family Havdalah service was held as they 

gathered to bid Shabbat ñgoodbyeò and welcome the week. Next 

month they will gather for a Lag BôOmer picnic, and many will 

participate in the Family Walk for Israel Solidarity day. Membership 

is open to all ïyou just have to attend with someone still young 

enough to hold your hand.

A new ñ20-Somethingò group is being formed for those post 

college and Hillel, but not quite ready for the Families with Young 

Children.  If you, or someone you know, fits in this category, 

please contact either the synagogue office or Shira Kochman 

(skochman821@aol.com) and let us know what programs might 

interest you.

Finally, it is with mixed emotions, that we must to say goodbye 

to one of our Beth Judea family.  Rabbi Gamer has accepted a 

position as Chief Rabbi at Congregation Beth Shalom outside of 

Detroit, and will be starting his new position the end of May. While 

we are sad to see the Gamers leave our community, we 

understand that this is a great opportunity for them.  Please join us 

at a special extended Kiddush in Rabbi Gamerôs honor on April 17, 

immediately following Shabbat morning services. Help us in 

sharing stories and anecdotes weôve gathered during the 8 years 

the Gamers have been part of our family, and wish them well and 

mazal tov in their new community.

Bõshalom

Bonnie

NOTES FROM THE PRESIDENT

NER TAMID CAMPAIGN UPDATE

We are bringing our Ner Tamid campaign to a close.  

If you didnôt get a chance to participate, thereôs still 

time.  Please contact Lisa Neiman for details.  Stay 

tuned to The Word for a wrap-up of our success.

As a Congregation, please join together

as we celebrate and thank 

Rabbi Robert Gamer

For his commitment & hard work to 

Congregation Beth Judea

Saturday, April 17th

Special Congregation Sponsored 

Extended Kiddush

Click Here to Download Flyer and RSVP Form

see page 5 for more information

mailto:skochman821@aol.com
http://www.bethjudea.org/images/Rabbi Gamer Kiddush Invite _2_.pdf
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MEMBERSHIP  OPPORTUNITIES
NEW & EXCITING:  Membership Drive for 2010-2011 is beginning:

The membership committee has been busy creating NEW membership opportunities rolling out a creative referral 

program, new category for ages under 30, and the Preschooler family membership.

Congregants in good standing who refer new membersto Congregation Beth Judea will receive a BONUS (credit) of  $100 

deductedfrom their dues. This offer is open to members in good standing who refer families or individuals who have never 

been members of CBJ.The bonus will be credited once the referred member has joined and become a member in good 

standing.

Creation of a new under 30 category for $216/individual $432/young married couples with or without children. This special 

offer will be an incentive for young adults to take ownership of Beth Judea for their synagogue membership.In addition 

programming will be designed specifically for this group.Hopefully this will build our memberships with newly married 

congregants or singles, who comprise the single largest unaffiliated group of the Jewish population.The $216/$432 under 30 

category is cheaperthan congregational parents paying separately by purchasing High Holiday tickets for their children.

Plenty of Preschoolers for only $100. This membership offer is available to new member families(families who have never 

beenmembers of CBJ) whose oldest child(ren) falls into the pre-Kindergarten category to receive a $100 

INTRODUCTORY membership to Congregation Beth Judea for a period of one year. This membership runs from July 1 

through June 30. 

Referral details: New Families/Individuals must list the current member on their application. This offer does not include 

parent /child congregants who  take advantage of the NEW $216 twenty one to thirty membership category .  Help us build 

our Beth Judea community by referring family, friends, and new neighbors.  Please: Keep Congregation Beth Judea in mind 

when talking to others.  YOU are our best means to advertise our shul.

Thank you to all the individuals of our Beth Judea community who willingly give their time/energy to ensure everyone who wishes 

finds a niche within our home. If your needs are not, per chance, getting met - call us!! All suggestions are filtered to the proper 

committee.

Thank you, as well, to all our members who have graciously donated money when the call went out seeking assistance to close our 

budgetary shortfall, helping fund our many services, programs, and every day needs.

We make a TEAM:  together each accomplishes more!!

It is exciting to welcome the year 2010 with many fabulous programs.

Every member in our shul is a stepping-stone in our never-ending Jewish journey.  If you have any questions, call or email me atBeth 

Judea é my second  home.

Thank you for your continued  dedication to Congregation Beth Judea, as  you  make it a caring home in which your friends andfellow 

congregants instantly become family.

From generation to generation,

Diane Ganden

Membership VP

From Generation to Generation: Join us!! 

MEMBERSHIP  HAPPENINGS



We firmly believe that reaching out to others 

benefits not only the recipient, but the person 

providing help as well.  This is, without a 

doubt, a win-win situation for all involved.

If you are interested in making a difference 

and were not able to attend the informational 

meeting in March, please contact one of the 

committee members below.

Rabbi Lifshitz

Wendy Wunsch

Evan Rumack

Congregation Beth Judea

Bikur Cholim Committee

Please complete the following form to notify the committee of a person who is ill, hospitalized or in a rehabilitation facility,

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________

Location ______________________________________________________________________________

Contact person/phone number: ____________________________________________________________

Your name: ___________________________________________________________________________

Please contact this person

Please ask the clergy to contact this person

Please return this card to the office before or after Shabbat.  You may also fax the information to (847) 634-8055,

call the Rabbi or contact our committee chairs,                                                         

Wendy Wunsh                                          Evan Rumack                                             Beth Judea Office

(847) 253-4130                                            (847)6 34-0777

evanbr1@comcast.net info@bethjudea.org

BIKUR CHOLIM

YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE
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WE WOULD LIKE TO KNOW . . . . 

If you are celebrating a life cycle event such as a birth, 

engagement or wedding, we would like to know about it 

so that this milestone can be included in The Word.

If you are ill or know someone who is sick, we would 

like to know about it so that a prayer for recovery can be 

said, so that the clergy can call or visit, and so that the 

Bikkur Cholim committee can be notified and be of 

assistance.

If there is a death in your family, we would like to know 

about it so that we can offer our support, can share this 

information with our congregation, and so that we can 

add your loved one to our Yahrzeit records.

Please call the synagogue office with this information. 

Do not assume that someone else will have notified the 

synagogue staff.

mailto:evanbr1@comcast.net?subject=Bikur Cholim
mailto:info@bethjudea.org?subject=Bikur Cholim
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Save the Dateé

Congregation Beth Judeaôs 2010 JUF Event

Sunday, April 25, 2010

6:45 pm

Featuring Guest Speaker:

Doug Bloomfield

Jewish Survival: Will Our Grandchildren Light 

Shabbos Candles?

Doug Bloomfield is a syndicated columnist, 

Washington lobbyist and consultant.

Couvert: $9.00 per person

Laura & James Schallman

2010 JUF Event Chairs

For more information please contact Becky 

Shulman, Jewish United Fund, at (312) 357-

4563 or email BeckyShulman@juf.org.

*formal invitation to be mailed

SPECIAL EVENTS

mailto:BeckyShulman@juf.org
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Programming

Special for Beth Judea Members:

Mention this ad, and Lauri will donate 10% of 

Lauriôs share of her commission to Beth Judea 

upon the closing of the real estate transaction 

for either a Buyer or Seller.

Valid until December 31, 2010

The Word April 2010

GIVE BACK TO BETH JUDEA

Groceries, Gas, Coffee, Travel, Gifts

Do you buy/do any or all of the above?

If yes, which I am assuming all of you do, Beth 

Judea can make moneywhile you spend money 

at no extra charge to you!

Companies where you spend money donate back 

to Beth Judea when you buy scrip/gift cards 

from Beth Judea and use them for paying for 

your coffee, groceries,é

Did you know that Eskape Entertainment 

donates to Beth Judea?

If you bowl, play laser tag, or have a party there 

and buy gift cards at Beth Judea, Eskape will 

give us 19% back on each dollar.

Did you know that Office Max, Staples, Office 

Depot donate back?

Lots of companies like helping non-profit 

organizations; they only can help Beth Judea if 

you buy scrip/gift cards.  Look at the charts and 

see the potential!!!

Due to the current economic crisis, the social action 

committee has collected grocery gift cards that are 

available to Beth Judea congregants who are in need of 

groceries.If you know of someone in the congregation 

who could benefit from this fund, please contact Rabbi 

Lifshitz or Lisa Neiman at 847-634-0777. If you 

would like to purchase gift cards to add to this fund, 

please contact Lisa by phone or by email at 

lneiman@bethjudea.org.

mailto:lneiman@bethjudea.org
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PROGRAMMING

2010 Israel Solidarity Day
Save the date of Sunday, May 2 for the 2010 Israel 

Solidarity Day, a celebration marking Yom Haôatzmaut, 

Israelôs Independence Day. This community-wide, family 

friendly event features the Walk with Israel (a three-mile 

walkathon to raise funds for Israel), plus food and 

festivities for all ages. Israel Solidarity Day brings together 

Jews from across the Chicago area to stand with their 

community and support their Jewish homeland. 

Events will be held in the City, Northern Suburbs, 

Northwest Suburbs, Oak Park/River Forest, 

Skokie/Lincolnwood/Rogers Park/Peterson Park, 

Southern Suburbs & Western Suburbs. Details will follow 

in the coming months. For more information, visit 

www.juf.org/walk, email IsraelSolidarity@juf.org or call 

(312) 444-2905. 

RABBI SEARCH 

Please be advised that a Rabbi Search Committee 

has been formed to seek a candidate for our new 

head Rabbi when Rabbi Howard Lifshitz will retire 

from the pulpit on June 30, 2011. However, Rabbi 

Lifshitz will continue on at Beth Judea as Rabbi 

Emeritus for an additional five years.

The Rabbi Search Committee would like input from 

the entire congregation on the characteristics of the 

new Rabbi we will endeavor to seek.  In that effort, 

the committee has scheduled open congregational 

meetings in order for you to share your opinions 

and suggestions.  Please plan to attend any of the 

following three meetings:

Sunday, April 25, 2010, 10:30 am to noon.

Wednesday, May 5, 2010,  8:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

Tuesday, May 11, 2010 8:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 

Having these meetings on different days and times 

will hopefully accommodate most congregant's 

schedules.  Also, the committee will soon be 

sending out a questionnaire to the congregation to 

further  provide us with your input in order to seek 

the ideal new Rabbi.  Please join us to assist with 

this extremely important task of hiring a new head 

Rabbi.    

The Rabbi Search Committee is being chaired by 

Rick Drazner, Executive Vice President and Sandy 

Victor, Ritual Vice President.  Please feel free to 

contact us or any member of our committee with 

your questions or comments.

Additional Location:  

47 East Chicago Ave.

Naperville, IL
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JUF Book Buddies is getting ready for ISD by having a special Israel-

themed activities on Sunday, April 18 from 10:30 ï11:30 am at the 

Barnes and Noble Book Stores in Schaumburg and Vernon Hills.  This 

fun, free family activity will celebrate Israel with stories and arts and 

crafts projects, including decorating ISD t-shirts!  Contact 

http://www.juforg/book_buddies or email bookbuddies@juf.org

http://www.juf.org/walk
mailto:IsraelSolidarity@juf.org
mailto:bookbuddies@juf.org
http://www.juforg/book_buddies
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Hello Beth Judea Families!  

Wow!  Our March 7 Pesach Prep-a-Palooza was 

fantastic!  See some pictures below. We had 18 families 

join us for crafts and games to get ready for Pesach.  

Thank you SO much to our parent helpers:  Laura 

Barshefsky, Michelle Finn, Jeri Topel, and Rebecca 

Zeidman.  Thanks also to the USYers who helped to run 

our obstacle course and craft tables.

Whatôs next?  A Lag BôOmer Family Picnic!  Come 

spend an afternoon enjoying the outdoors with friends 

and family.  Meet us onSunday, April 25, 3:00 pm ï

4:30 pm at Woodland Park (see flyer on this page) for 

games and snacks. A flier with more info is coming soon.

Congregation Beth Judea will be participating in the 

Israel Solidarity Walk on Sunday, May 2.  Look for our 

sign and join us on the Family Walk .  Entertainment 

starts at 9:15 am; the walk starts at 10:30 am.

If youôd like to see more programs that focus on 

families with young children please come to share 

your thoughts and support our future programming.  

Join us onMonday, May 3 at 8 pm at the synagogue for 

treats and coffee and to plan for next year.

See you soon!

Mindy Gold

mindygold@sbcglobal.net

Focus on Families Upcoming Programs
Sunday, Apr. 25     Lag BôOmer Picnic

Sunday, May 2       Israel Walk for Young Families

Monday, May 3 Parent Planning Get-Together

Summertime Biblical Zoo Outing

mailto:mindygold@sbcglobal.net



