i ﬂ‘ﬂl

R =y

L L

The

VOLUME 31 ISSUE 4

gngregatiorz ﬁc:!/) jdaz
NISAN/IYAR 5

Upstairs Thoughts

w! . . LQ{
Tell The Story
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The focal point of both the Festival of Passover and the
Passover Seder is the telli
release from Egyptian slavery and the start of its journey in
freedom that will lead to Mt. Sinai and the Land of Israel, a
voyage that would reverberate throughout history, serving as a
model for all those who reject tyranny and oppression.

ng

Telling the story was also the theme of the recent annual
Policy Conference of the American Israel Public Affairs
Committee (AIPAC) that was held in Washington, D.C. Being
part of this outstanding gathering of supporters of Israel who
believe in the importance of lobbying our government, is an
intellectually stimulating and emotionally inspiring experience.
Having the opportunity to listen to major political figures such as
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton , Prime Minister of Israel
Benjamin Netanyahu, former Prime Minister of Great Britain
Tony Blair, outstanding representatives of the Senate and
House, various military experts and academicians increased the
ability of all those assembled
accomplishments, of her innovative spirit, of her commitment to
moral actions, of her willingness to offer aid and support to a
wide range of countries across the globe, and of the long record
of her pursuit of peace with her neighbors.

Attending this yeards confer g
between the United States and Israel over the building of
apartments in a section of Jerusalem was particularly
meaningful. Again and again representatives of both Israel and
the United States proclaimed the strength of the American-Israel
relationship and affirmed that nothing would weaken that
commitment even when there are points of disagreement.
|l srael s wish is that differen
with privately, behind closed doors, not in the public forum, for
such public disagreement encourages those who do not wish to
engage in serious negotiations to do nothing but wait,
erroneously believing that the US will force Israel into even more
concessions.

(continued on next page)
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BIRTHDAYS
Shabbat Prayers

April 2, 20107 7:30 pm

Children of every age are welcome!

AND ANNIVERSARIES

Those who celebrate birthdays and anniversaries during the
April will be recognized at our service on April 2nd. Our wor
begin at 7:30 pm and will conclude by 8:15 pm.
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Tell The S'[OI’)(continued from cover page)

What all the speakers 8 military leaders and politicians alike
0 reiterated was that the greatest current threat to Israel, to the
U. S., to the Arab states, to Europe and the world, was the
possibility of a nuclear-armed Iran. For this reason the United
States should unilaterally, and forcefully, impose economic
sanctions upon Iran, and never preclude using force as a tool of
foreign policy.

Anot her aspect of Israel és
incredible way Israel minimizes the risks that non-combatants
face when the IDF acts against Palestinian terrorists. The
Goldstone Report was a critically flawed document, one sided in
its condemnation of Israel, ignoring the Palestinians purposeful
use of civilians as shields, and failing to recognize the basic right
of Israel to defend itself. Richard Kempe, former commander of
British Forces in Afghanistan, spoke eloquently of the morality
with which I sraelés troops act
baseless charges and legal challenges which she faces in the
international realm.

To tell |l srael 6s story we
the nature of her vibrant democracy, the independence of her
judiciary, the dynamism of her creativity, and the passion of her
people for peace and their willingness to make sacrifices to
reach that goal. By educating ourselves to the complexities in
the Middle East we can learn enough so that we will not accept
the calumnies aimed at Israel at face value . Instead we can
become sophisticated advocates of Israel, acknowledging flaws
while recognizing and proclaiming the strengths, the
achievements, and the ethical nature of the only state in the
world that is the realization of the national aspirations of the
Jewish people.

ha

Tell that story and take pride in Israeld both ancient and
modern, at this season and throughout the year.

Sincerely,
Rabbi Howard Lifshitz

S t

Join Rabbi Howard Lifshitz
on Congregation Beth Judea's

\
-

Israel Experience
December 19 - 31, 2010

Click here to download flyer
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hVbGQRDS FROM RABBI GAMER

AOnly in the Holy Land can the
become a |ight for the worl do
yRal%b'hAgr?hamwl%aaCsHﬁKoorL]JeP %OOkt el | is the
ATo consummate the purchase of
be written even on the Sabbat hd
Babylonian Talmud

ANo matter where | go, I al ways
Rabbi Nachman of Bratzlav

"ARébraleed Lo REP TSI YnTERSNS &
outside of Israel, even among a

majority of Jews. 0

tTgsefbae aware of I sraelds history
AWhat is so precious about the

Wh at |l srael Means é

As we approach Yom Haatzmadut
on Monday April 19, | thought it would be interesting to look at
what the land and state of Israel has meant to some people in the
past and present:

of its atmosphere? The land of Israel T biblical chapters hovering
everywhere. Places like Hebrew letters, waiting to be vocalized,

wai ting for crowns with which t
Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel
AThe thing that is special aboy

fulfills an ancient promise, or heralds a new age of material
scrutinyébut that it finally
social | aw of Judaism. o
Emmanuel Levinas

of

ilsrael énot only allows us to (i
noble in the Jewish tradition, but it also readily exposes moral and

spiritual inadequacies in that
Rabbi David Hartman
AFor the coming home of | srael

seems to me more than what it is usually taken for. It is more than
a victory of justice over brute force, thought it is that; more than an
advance of democracy over feudgd
life for Judaismél[it is] nothin
universal, vital, joyous truth concerning human existence, the truth
of the ever present possibility
Rabbi Milton Steinberg

AiAbove all, this country is our
morning and worry what his neighbors think of him. Being a Jew is

no problem here. o
Golda Meir
fil have never felt more at h ome
Il srael . o
Rabbi Robert Gamer
L'shalom,
Rabbi Robert Gamer
Page 2
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[ Upstairs Thoughts ]

twogLsobeal ao( AR

Pesach and | have a love-hate relationship. | suspect this is
the same with many of you (particularly the women who have to NER TAMID CAMPAIGN UPDATE
do the cooking). On the other hand, | suspect, if you ask Jews in
general, Pesach is often the favorite holiday of the year. The story We are bringing our Ner Tamid campaign to a cloge.
of freedom from a mighty tyrant is a compelling tale. Sure Pesach | f you di dnot get a chhnec
is a lot of work. Yes, it is difficult to be different; to explain why you

=

have a matzah sandwich at work it
out for a drink after worKk. But
that have some difficulty involved are truly worthwhile. It is those
very things, the preparation for the holiday, the seder table, the
special food and wine, and the gathering together of family and
friends that creates memories of Pesach that endure for lifetimes.

Those memories give both meaning and richness to our lives. As a Congregation p|ease join together

Many here at Beth Judea are donating their time and talents to as we celebrate and thank
help build those memories. Mindy Gold has been doing an
amazing job of rejuvenating our Families With Young Children. At ]
the Passover Prep-a-Palooza our youngest congregants built their
own pyramids, crossed the Red Sea, welcomed the hungry into Rabbl RObert Gamer
their homes, just to name a few of the activities these families

enjoyed. In January a family Havdalah service was held as they . .
gathered to bid Shabbat fgoodbyeo For his commitment & hard work to

month they will gather for a Lag § CongregationBethJudea
participate in the Family Walk for Israel Solidarity day. Membership

is open to all T you just have to attend with someone still young

t tgned fo, The Word far a yram, of pur syceess.n

 time,, Plegse confagt Lisg Neigan,for. defals, Sgaﬁ
i gs

enough to hold your hand. Satu rday, April 1

A newSdmé&t hingo group is being f
college and Hillel, but not quite ready for the Families with Young Special Congregation SpOI’lSOI’Gd
Children. If you, or someone you know, fits in this category, Extended Kiddush

please contact either the synagogue office or Shira Kochman
(skochman821@aol.com) and let us know what programs might

interest you. Click Here to Download Flyer and RSVP Form

Finally, it is with mixed emotions, that we must to say goodbye
to one of our Beth Judea family. Rabbi Gamer has accepted a
position as Chief Rabbi at Congregation Beth Shalom outside of
Detroit, and will be starting his new position the end of May. While
we are sad to see the Gamers leave our community, we
understand that this is a great opportunity for them. Please join us

see page 5 for more information

at a special extended Kiddush in Rabbi Gamerdés honor on April 17,
immediately following Shabbat morning services. Help us in
sharing stories and anecdotes ebve gathered during the 8 years

the Gamers have been part of our family, and wish them well and
mazal tov in their new community.

BOdshal om
Bonnie

Annual Meno6s TQVrii3d

The Beth Judea I\/ﬂhﬂl b
Lead the Shabbat service on _bk:-i"JJ.,,
Saturday, April 39, at 9:30 am. > Sy =

The Kiddush following the service will be sponsored
by the Menés Club.
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MEMBERSHIP HAPPENINGS ]

MEMBERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
NEW & EXCITING: Membership Drive fo20102011is beginning:

The membership committee has been busy creating NEW membership opportunities rolliogative referral
program, new category for ages un@@rand the Preschooler family membership.

Congregants in good standing wieder new membersto Congregation Beth Judea will receivB@NUS (credit) of $100

deductedfrom their dues. This offer is open to members in good standing who refer families or individuals who have
been members of CBJhe bonus will be credited once the referred member has joined and become a member in gog
standing.

Creation of a new und@&0 category for 816individual $32young married couples with or without children. This specig
offer will be an incentive for young adults to take ownership of Beth Judea for their synagogue membeestdjtion

programming will be designed specifically for this grouopefully this will build our memberships with newly married
congregants or singles, who comprise the single largest unaffiliated group of the Jewish popthetigi6$432under30
category icheaperthan congregational parents paying separately by purchasing High Holiday tickets for their childre:

Plenty of Preschoolers for onlyL80. This membership offer is availablertew member families(families who haveever
beenmembers of CBJ) whose oldest child(ren) falls intopireeKindergarten category to receive a $00
INTRODUCTORY membership to Congregation Beth Judea for a period of one year. This membership rulgyfrbm
through June 30.

Referral details: New Families/Individuals must list the current member on their application. This offer does not inclu
parent /child congregantsho takeadvantage of the NEV\2$6twenty one to thirty membership category . Help us builc
our Beth Judea community by referring family, friends, and new neighbors. Please: Keep Congregation Beth Judea
when talking to others. YOU are our best means to advertise our shul.

Thank you to all the individuals of our Beth Judea community who willingly give their time/energy to ensure everyone efo wis
finds a niche within our home. If your needs are not, per chance, gettingatietis!! All suggestions are filtered to theoper
committee.

Thank you, as well, to all our members who have graciously donated money when the call went out seeking assistance to clo
budgetary shortfall, helping fund our many services, programs, and every day needs.

We make a TEAM: together each accomplishes more!!
It is exciting to welcome the ye@010with many fabulous programs.
Every member in our shul is a steppistgne in our neveending Jewish journey. If you have any questions, call or email Betlat
Judea é my second h ome.

Thank you for your continued dedication to Congregation Beth Judea, as you make it a caring home in which your ffétiods a;
congregants instantly become family.

From generation to generation,
Diane Ganden
Membership VP

From Generation to Generation: Join us!!

neve
d

de

inm

S€ 0
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WE WOULD LIKE TO KNOW . . ..
engagement or wedding, we would like to know abo
so that this milestone can be included in The Word.

If you are ill or know someone who is sick, we would
like to know about it so that a prayer for recovery car

Bikkur Cholim committee can be notified and be of
assistance.

If you are celebrating a life cycle event such as a birth,

[ YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE ]

It we firmly believe that reaching out to others
benefits not only the recipient, but the person
providing help as well. This is, without a
doubt, a win-win situation for all involved.

be If you are interested in making a difference

said, so that the clergy can call or visit, and so that tffe  and were not able to attend the informational

meeting in March, please contact one of the
committee members below.

WV Rabbi Lifshitz

If there is a death in your family, we would like to kng

information with our congregation, and so that we ca
add your loved one to our Yahrzeit records.

synagogue staff.

about it so that we can offer our support, can share this Wendy Wunsch

Evan Rumack

iInvolve

Please call the synagogue office with this informatior}.
Do not assume that someone else will have notified te

[ BIKUR CHOLIM ]

Please complete the following form to notify the committee of a person who is ill, hospitalized or in a rehabilitatipn facili

Name:

Congregation Beth Judea
Bikur Cholim Committee

Location

Contact person/phone number:

Please contact this person

Please ask the clergy to contact this person

Please return this card to the office before or after Shabbat. You may also fax the information to (8055634

call the Rabbi or contact our committee chairs,

Wendy Wunsh Evan Rumack Beth Judea Office
(847) 2534130 (867340777
evanbrl@comcast.net info@bethjudea.org

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
I Your name:
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
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SPECIAL EVENTS

Save the Dateé

Congregation Beth Ju
Sunday, April 25, 2010

6:45 pm

Featuring Guest Speaker:
Doug Bloomfield

Jewish Survival: Will Our Grandchildren Light
Shabbos Candles?

Doug Bloomfield is a syndicated columnist,
Washington lobbyist and consultant.

Couvert: $9.00 per person

Laura & James Schallman
2010 JUF Event Chairs

For more information please contact Becky
Shulman, Jewish United Fund, at (312) 357-
4563 or email BeckyShulman@juf.org.

*formal invitation to be mailed

I d

ALNOR BUILDERS

¢ New Construction ¢ Remodeling

P.0. Box 7243
Alan Goldenberg Buffalo Grove, IL. 60089
alan@alnorbuilders.com Cell (847) 561-2600
www.alnorbuilders.com Fax (847) 870-8500
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Wou wever seally leave @ flace gou love,

Past of it gou tabe with gou. leaving 4 part of younscl] bekied
eads 2010 JUF Event
As a Congregation, please join together as we celebrate and thank

Rabbi Robert Gamer
for his commitment & hard work to Congregation Beth Judea

Saturday, April 17"
Special Congregation Sponsored Extended Kiddush

Memories: Do you have pidures. slonas. quoles, or a shart ketter al you would ihe to share
wifh Ratbr Gamar? We wif be pesing fogethar an “cleckonic memory baok™, Plaase send
your submission (n jpaq o word document formal} to- hswenki@sboghobal net by Friday,
March 26"

Your response to this wondzriul celebration is respectiully
requested by Friday, April 10"

WA S8l 3

Sl At v

Yes, e

Family wil attand the oiebration, ¥ atending 3
Plaase aooept cur donafion of §

1o help defray the oost of the Kddush.

_ Yes.the Fammily will alland the celebration, & afendng
Plagse acoept cur donaion of _lcertified kosher - dairy food (e, tuna hsr
008, vegatables, bread, dessar, tablechohs. plates, centar peces, ek

_MNote Family i unable 8o aend. Please aocept our dorafion of
§ of (certified kosher - darry food i.2. tuna fish, 2qgs,
vegetables, bread. dessen, tabiecioths, plales, cender pieces, elc)

_ \Weare able Jo comse and helo prepare lor e Kiddush. Please oontacl ma af phons
i 5

Pieasa oxvtact thi synagngus office af 347) B34-07T7 £ you hava any quasions

made2orderpoemsi@gmall.com

rhyme4alireasons.com

wWaaew

E RAT.TIET. TG
4 Qt

FRANKI
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[ Programming ]

GIVE BACK TO BETH JUDEA Congregation Beth Judea Scrip/Gift Cards

Groceries, Gas, Coffee, Travel, Gifts scrip for Grocerles
Jewel (4%), Dominick's (4%), Joe Caputo & Sons (4%), Garden Fresh
(2% ), WalMart (29), Meijer (3%), Gordon Food Service {3%), Sara Lee (13%)
2
Do you buy/do any or all of the above R I

# of Congregants Using Scrip

If yes, which | am assuming all of you doBeth 50 $ 3,600.00
Judea can make monewhile you spend money ;g : 11"“22-33
at no extra charge to youi 300 $21,600.00
Companies where you spend money donate bacl Beri for Sne

- ) 8P (2%), Shell (3%), Speedway (49%)
to Beth Judea when you buy scrip/gift cards
from Beth Judea and use them for paying for

L I RN 1% e ascnce T
100 $ 3,600.00

Did you know that Eskape Entertainment §£ :J,::g::g:

donates to Beth Judea?

Assuming $150/month on groceries and based on 2% back to Beth Judea.

Scrip for Coffee
Starbuck’s (7%), Caribou Coffee (89%), Dunkin Donuts (4%)

If you bowl, play laser tag, or have a party there Assuming 1 Coffee ($2)/Days (200) and based on 4% back to Beth Judea
and buy gift cards at Beth Judea, Eskape will # of Congragants Using Scrip

give us 19% back on each dollar. 50 $ 800.00
100 $ 1,600.00
200 $ 3,200.00

Did you know that Office Max, Staples, Office 300 $ 4,800.00
Depot donate back? Don't forget Scrip to Eat Out
Don't forget Scrip to Travel
Lots of companies like helping norprofit
organlzatlor_xs;thev only can help Beth Judea if e B e T e S s T Bte
you buy scrip/qgift cards. Look at the charts and . _ emall nb0630@aol.com .

see the potentiall!! -

Don't forget Scrip for Gifts

Due to the current economic crisis, the social action
committee has collected grocery gift cards that are .oy
available to Beth Judea congregants who are in need of = E
groceries.If you know of someone in the congregation [v”?l Prudential
who could benefit from this fund, please contact Rahbbi —
Lifshitz or Lisa Neiman at 84834-0777. If you LAURI ROSENBLOOM, REALTOR
. . . Shart Sale [ Forecloaure Speciadist
would like to purchase glft cards to add to this fund' o Certified - Besidantial - Commeccial - Relocation
please contact Lisa by phone or by email at
Ineiman@bethjudea.org Starck, Realtors
0 £ Norttraest Hey,, Adingio s, L 60004
C;vil 847.880.7740 Drect 347 5804662 Fax 847-392-1068
lomigtaacicoecatiocn com
= : = Yty mcs [H
ottt eoris GLC.

Fraydell Heller

5 Stationary )
Phone: 847.680.339 Special for Beth Judea Members:
Fax: 847.680.5228 Calligraphy
Emall: iwitesZu®comcast, et
, , - o
v, o ltes20. com Cave i aiine Programs Mention this ad, and Lauri will donate 10% of

Lauri 6s share of her ¢
upon the closing of the real estate transaction
Bar/Bat Mitzvahs Naniina J for either a Buyer or Seller.

/ Discounts to Temple Members

The Word April 2010
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PROGRAMMING

RABBI SEARCH

Please be advised that a Rabbi Search Committee
has been formed to seek a candidate for our new
head Rabbi when Rabbi Howard Lifshitz will retire
from the pulpit on June 30, 2011. However, Rabbi
Lifshitz will continue on at Beth Judea as Rabbi
Emeritus for an additional five years.

The Rabbi Search Committee would like input from
the entire congregation on the characteristics of the
new Rabbi we will endeavor to seek. In that effort,
the committee has scheduled open congregational
meetings in order for you to share your opinions
and suggestions. Please plan to attend any of the
following three meetings:

Sunday, April 25, 2010, 10:30 am to noon.
Wednesday, May 5, 2010, 8:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
Tuesday, May 11, 2010 8:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

Having these meetings on different days and times
will hopefully accommodate most congregant's
schedules. Also, the committee will soon be
sending out a questionnaire to the congregation to
further provide us with your input in order to seek
the ideal new Rabbi. Please join us to assist with
this extremely important task of hiring a new head
Rabbi.

The Rabbi Search Committee is being chaired by
Rick Drazner, Executive Vice President and Sandy
Victor, Ritual Vice President. Please feel free to
contact us or any member of our committee with
your guestions or comments.

2010 Israel Solidarity Day

Save the date of Sunday, May 2 for the 2010 Israel
Solidarity Day, a celebrati
Il srael s |1 ndepende n c-wideDamily.
friendly event features the Walk with Israel (a three-mile
walkathon to raise funds for Israel), plus food and
festivities for all ages. Israel Solidarity Day brings together
Jews from across the Chicago area to stand with their
community and support their Jewish homeland.

Events will be held in the City, Northern Suburbs,
Northwest Suburbs, Oak Park/River Forest,
Skokie/Lincolnwood/Rogers Park/Peterson Park,
Southern Suburbs & Western Suburbs. Details will follow
in the coming months. For more information, visit
www.juf.org/walk, email IsraelSolidarity@juf.org or call
(312) 444-2905.

$ Cé/é 7
s
f—/ﬁfl Community

) Yom HaShoah Service

L

Commemorating
Holocaust Remembrance Day

Sunday, April 11, 2010
7:00pm

Held at

Temple Chai
1670 Checker Road
Long Grove, IL 60047

Speaker: Sharon Silver

Chiid survivor of the Shoah

Everyone Welcome

For ntormation conact:

JCC Chicage
(224) 406.9200

SO 3 T ) SN T CORRNTY . I (RO EERONT T T ) PRGBS LIVER] PO Of Memngente CRCIn

JUF Book Buddies!

Be a part of this Joyfully Jewlsh program for young famifies.
Once a month we will be reading storles about the Jewish holldays,
singing songe, and creating art projects. Bring your friends,
and meet new ones, too!

Who!

Famdies with chikiren ages 0-5
Where

Bames & Noble Bookstore

(2 locations)

720 Hawthome Centar
Vemaon Hills

500 E Golf Rd., Schaumbury

[rews Jo #1820y (Z1€) Ye JadeH Aqgy

‘uolewloul alow Joj BIo INI@SaIppNgy00q
10e1U0D “welbold siy) puane 03 1502 ou SI 318y L

Dates:
Sunday, January 17
Sunday, February 21

Sunday. March 21
Sunday, Apnl 18

Additional Location:
47 East Chicago Ave.
Naperville, IL

Times:
1030-1130am

The Word April 2010

JUF Book Buddies is getting ready for ISD by having a special Israel-

themed activities on Sunday, April 18 from 10:30 i 11:30 am at the

Barnes and Noble Book Stores in Schaumburg and Vernon Hills. This

fun, free family activity will celebrate Israel with stories and arts and
crafts projects, including decorating ISD t-shirts! Contact
http://www.juforg/book _buddies or email bookbuddies@juf.org

Page 8
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[ Family Programs

Focus on Families

Hello Beth Judea Families!

Wow! Our March7 Pesach Prep-Palooza was
fantastic! See some pictures below. We h&éamilies
join us for crafts and games to get ready for Pesach.
Thank you SO much to our parent helpers: Laura
Barshefsky, Michelle Finn, Jeri Topel, and Rebecca
Zeidman. Thanks also to the USYers who helped to run
our obstacle course and craft tables.

What 6s next ? A Lag BO6Ome
spend an afternoon enjoying the outdoors with friends
and family. Meet us oBunday, April 25, 3:00pm i

4:30pm at Woodland Park (see flyer on this page) for
games and snacks. A flier with more info is coming sopn

Congregation Beth Judea will be participating in the
Israel Solidarity Walk orsunday, May?2. Look for our
sign and join us on theéamily Walk. Entertainment
starts aB:15am; the walk starts a10:30am.

I f youdd Iike to see morl
families with young children please come to share

your thoughts and support our future programming.
Join us orMonday, May 3 at 8 pm at the synagogue for
treats and coffee and to plan for next year.

See you soon!

Mindy Gold

mindygold@sbcglobal.net

Focus on Families Upcoming Programs
Sunday, Apr.25 Lag B6&6Omer Picnic
Sunday, May 2 Israel Walk for Young Families
Monday, May 3  Parent Planning Get-Together
Summertime Biblical Zoo Outing

Congregation Beth Judea's
Femilies With Yoeng Chilren Fund Preseats...

Sunday, April 25
3:00 pm - 4:30 pm
Woodland Park
Buffalo Grove Rd. & Hall Day Rd.

Behind Twin Groves School

Come to run, jump, play, and snack
as we celebrate Lag B'Omer in the park.

RSVP to the synagogue office at
847-634-0777 or info@ bethjudea.org

Event will be rescheduded in case af iselement weather.
Call the svnagogue office 21 B4T-6340777 hefre nose the day of for an update.
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