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[ Upstairs Thoughts

Vacations: Summer Here; Winter in Israel

School is almost over, the weather is becoming drier
and warmer, and most of us are thinking about our
summer plans. We find the way to block out time to take
a vacation and find the money to travel to either nearby
places or to distant or exotic destinations. As we think
about destinations and activities, we should also make
an effort to explore the Jewish community wherever we
are headed and check out sights of Jewish significance.
Here in the United States, in Europe, South America,
Australia and Asia the presence of Jews, past and
present, has left its imprint and discovering it as we
travel enlarges our own sense of what it means to be
part of Jewish history.

Not to rush the summer days away, let me also ask
you to begin to think about a destination for a winter
vacation. At that time perhaps you will join me on the
Beth Judea Israel Pilgrimage that | will be leading from
December 19 to December 31. You can find
information about the trip on our synagogue website.

To encourage your participation in this Israel
Pilgrimage and to answer your questions, please meet
with me at Beth Judea on Thursday, June 39 at 8 p.m.
No commitment is required and your attendance does
not obligate you to anything. However as we talk about
the trip, about the sights we will see, and as we begin to
get to know one another, | hope you and your friends will
want to participate in this journey.

Everyone who visits Israel returns home with more
of a connection to that country and a deeper
appreciation of our Jewish heritage. Since | love Israel it
will be a pleasure to share my excitement with you and
help you to get the most out of being part of our Beth
Judea group.
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WATCH YOUR MAIL FOR AN IMPORTANT SURVEY
SEE PAGE 2 FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
Shabbat Prayers

June4, 20107 7:30pm
Those who celebrate birthdays and anniversaries during the
June will be recognized at our service dthJudar worship will
begin af:30pm and will concludetppm.

Children of every age are welcome!
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Vacations: Summer Here; Winter in Israel

(continued from cover page . . .
The Rabbi Search Committee was very pleased with the

turnout for the three congregational forums. Approximately

Already more than twenty people, both congregants 200 congregants shared their thoughts and opinions regarding
and non-congregants, have begun to make plans to the characteristics of a rabbi which are important to them.
share what will surely be an enjoyable trip and a While this is by no means a complete list, some of the
rewarding spiritual experience. If you would like common themes included, the ability to reach out to and deal
information you can check our website or call me with congregants of all ages; the ability to draw people into the
directly. synagogue and synagogue life; the ability to deal with

contemporary issues facing Conservative Judaism (including

Wherever you travel, both this summer and next mixed marriage and Keruv); someone who is a role model;
winter, | pray your journeys will be easy, safe, and approachable, enthusiastic, charismatic and easy to talk to.
enjoyable.

In an effort to reach every congregant, a Rabbi Search
Fondly, Survey will be mailed to each
first week of June, 2010. While the surveys will be submitted

. T anonymously, we encourage families to photocopy the survey
Rabbi Howard Lifshitz and have individual members of their family complete a survey
(i.e. each adult member, youth group member, etc.) and return
them back to the shul.

After the results of the written surveys are received, they
will be combined with the comments received at the open

H : fehi forums. We will use this data to create a list of characteristics
Jom Rﬂbbl .HOWC(I“d LIfShITZ . that are most wanted in our new rabbi. When the interview
on COﬂgl“egaflon Be'l'h JUdeG S process starts, this prioritized list of characteristics will guide
i R— us in our selection decisions. Once all congregant responses
i 1 have been received the search committee will share the
5 results.

After the surveys are completed and tabulated, the next job
for the Search Committee is to prepare and file an application
with the Conservative Rabbinical Assembly. This application is
what the candidates will be consulting to assist them in
deciding if they would like to apply to CBJ to be considered for
our open position. The Rabbi Search Committee will continue
to update congregants as to our progress with candidate

H interviews and candidate visits. All congregants are invited to
ISPGel Expemence send their thoughts and/or questions to
December 19 - 31, 2010 rabbisearch@bethjudea.org .
Thank you,
Rick Drazner, co-chair Sandy Victor, co-chair
C“Ck here to download ﬂver Floyd Babbitt Natalie Gurin
Stew Margollis Evan Rumack
Barb Silver Natalie Solomon
Click here to download reservation form | WendyWunsch Sandra Zussman

Pre-trip meeting on Thursday,

June 3, 201071 8:00 pm
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NOTES FROM THE CANTOR

Building Tomorrowds G
Having missed | ast yearoés Can

Poland and Israel, | was especially looking forward to attending

this yeardés, which took place i

three-day program contained a very satisfying blend of friendship,

learning, song and insight, as it considered the future direction of

the cantorate, ABuil ding Tomorrowbs Ca

by my Chicago colleague, Hazzan Alberto Mizrahi, who co-chaired
the convention, it was not just a title, it was a mission statement.

| feel like cantors always talk about updating our techniques,
our technical know-how, the latest tunes for this or that prayer.
This time, we found ourselves studying theological and
psychological aspects of the High Holiday Days with Rabbis Neil
Gillman and Gordon Tucker. There were newly commissioned
settings for a variety of worship services, including an intriguing
Shabbat Musaf service by Jerome Kopmar, written for two voices,
one of which would be the professional hazzan, but with
congregational melodies integrated as well.

One of the more memorable features of the convention was
hearing Dr. Ruth Westheimer, known t o most of
Rut h, 0 who spoke on the subject
tradition, or fAHeavenlentenBettle. b t
had not realized that this tiny woman grew up as an Orthodox Jew
in Nazi Germany before escaping to Palestine, where she joined
the Haganah and trained as a scout and a sharpshooter! After she
was seriously injured in the 1948 War of Independence, unable to
walk for months, she moved to Paris, studying and then teaching
Psychology before moving to New York in 1956. Dr. Ruth kibbitzed
with us a bit, from the bimah of the prestigious Park Synagogue,
teaching us that the ancient rabbis were very wise in their
recognition of the wifeds right
emotionally (through love) and physically (through sex). While
today the roles of men and women often become blurred, the
absolute, physiological differences were readily acknowledged in
the days of the Talmud. The language of music, of course, was
one which could speak to male and female alike with passion and
compassion, so Dr. Ruth was able to get one of the hazzanim to
6serenaded her with a beautiful
entire group!

We held several concerts, along with late-night informal singing
and, of course, the constant group participation, whether in daily
davening or bensching after dinner, were inspiring for us all.

A relaxing, healthy summer to all of our Beth Judea family.
May we see each other often in the coming months, at Shabbat
services or at minyan. We will be busy getting ready for the
upcoming High Holidays over the summer, so | will extend my
usual invitation to any of you who may wish to participate in our
volunteer High Holiday choir. Your involvement can enhance these
Days of Awe not only for you, but for our entire membership.

Lohi,traot

Hazzan Roger Weisberg
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antor Toda
PER8USSIONISTS WANT%
If you have training using a variety of percussion
0 I Snstrirfedits, pidade Yontacd Hay¥z&nWeisbergath e | d i

HazzanWeisberg@bethjudea.org or through the synagogue
n iNogfive (840 634-07¢7i ty in early May.

HIGH HOLIDAY TORAH READING

o1 | Wibbd asyigning TArah perofsrfo? thesupcBming High
Holidays during this month. Those who have been reading
in past years are asked to please let me know ASAP if they
wish to continue reading their assigned section. Even if not
planning to continue, a phone call or email would be
appreciated. This will allow me to place new readers without
giving your reading away unintentionally.

nt

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL ENRICHMENT PROGRAM
Special opportunity for incoming BET Students to study

with Hazzan Weisberg on Thursdays at 5:15!! Students who
enjoy learning Hebrew and music are invited to get a head
start using the ancient musical phrases known as the Trope
System, taught by Hazzan Weisberg. After getting to know
the trope signs, students will have a chance to prepare

s smallgortidris N ehé Foralil fBYIGan Shabbat services in

f 20131 .eTheveas|a lorfe-Yimei$60 fek foraexts/recortivgs

o iprovide a doubl e

o C

Th

High Holiday Choir 2010
[ We vr@/ir?égn&f'lyrbs §tz§rtina Suf Wefelw vbilinteler®fidi t -

rehearsals for the upcoming Days of Awe, the Yamim
N o r a Gndanthe direction of Marty Karlin. Those
interested in joining the choir are welcome to contact
either Marty (martinsam@aol.com) or me
(hazzanweisberg@bethjudea.org) for further information.
L Atflity foreall Misk ishelpfd but fot dsgentialt AbRitl tot
read Hebrew is not required. Our tenor and bass sections
in particular have room for growth. High school students
are also welcome! The High Holidays will end this year by
mid-September.

Weekly rehearsals generally begin at the end of June or
early July and are held following 7:30 minyan on Tuesday
evenings.

Hazzan Roger Weisberg

Ho

The next edition of The Word will be a
combined July/August issue which will be
distributed on August 1st. Watch your weekly
emails for upcoming notices and events.
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Volunteers are not paid not because they are
g2NIKE Saazs odzi 0SOFdzasS
of our congregants are being honored this month,
each for their own outstanding volunteer work. Ron
Caplanvho serves aSabbaievery Shabbat; Mindy
Gold who rejuvenated programming for our younger
families; Gloria Hernandez for starting and teaching a
new class; and Mark Travis for his outstanding work
in the field ofKeruv Bruce Darin will be named the
Board Member of the Year, and Evan Rumack will be
honored for his lifetime achievement in so many
areas of our congregation. Clearly, our honorees
represent many different facets of Beth Judea. | am
both honored an humbled to be able to work with so
many great volunteers who ask nothing for their
services, yet give freely for the benefit of others.
Please be sure and join us on Friday evening, June
25, as we publicly recognize these hardrking
volunteers.

On a separate note, | want to extend a thank you
to all of you who have helped support our
O2yaANBIIGAZ2Y GKAA &SI N
agaadrasS 27
annual meeting last month.

As I 6m sure you all
some very trying financial times at Beth Judea. We
started with the balanced budget passed at this very
meeting last year, yet within months found ourselves
with a huge deficit. What happened? We had failed

a9{{!

re mey%%V\gllrb,e atHenadIan

[‘539}1 area of the synagogue has not only trimmed
its costs for next year, but started some creative
fundraising. Education has sold pies and cookie
~dough, rai opey at its Rudm Carnival.a 5 |
K ST(:fﬁegc 's)ﬁ our gg&]%]ﬂ@%u h%ghélcr)%bﬁnaréa SO
now being funded by generous donations made to
the new Kiddush fund. Membership will tell you of
some innovative new membership incentives,
designed to aid all who wish to be members to join
our community. Built into the budget passed tonight
is money to service both our mortgage, and lines of
credit, aiming towards a day when our congregation
can be debfree. Planned giving and endowment
funds are being started
financial future.

The year has indeed been challenging. But
through it all we have been together throsghchas
and sorrows, births, bamitzvahs, weddings,
sickness and death. We have said goodbye to Rabbi
Gamer and have begun a search for our next rabbi.
We have been there for each other to praise God in
prayer and we will be there as a congregation in the
future.

CRRI'{ARS 8¢ BAKLNBEAZNVE 3

GKS 02y aNBII iA pigmhy familys$dr oSRabliosngSng Suky 17, (i

at the aufruf of my son, Marc, and future daughter,
Shira Please RSVP to myself or the office by July 9 if

fall we faced

Bdshal om
Bonnie

to anticipate just how much financial assistance our
members would need, and how many would,
because of finances, even be unable to renew their
membership. We looked first to cut our budget. Our
professional staff all agreed to pay cuts for the
remainder of the year. Our viggesidents further

cut their budgets. But, in the end, it was you, the
general congregatidneach of you who stepped

in and rescued our synagogue from its dire financial
situation. When we asked for your help, your
response was amazing! You generously gave beyondj
your dues, and | humbl vy
rabah. o While | am not
have to repeat that emergency campaign. To that
aim, here are some of the things which we have
done.

MONDAY MORNING MINYAN

Dear Congregants,

We have been having some recent difficulty
reaching a minyan on Monday mornings
and we do have members who attend at
that time in order to say kaddish.

If you can, please join us on Monday r
mornings at 6:15 am for minyan.

Thank You!

The Word June 2010
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| PRESI DENT6S MEMEMBERSHIP HAPPENINGS |

NER TAMID CAMPAIGN UPDATE

In January of 2008 the congregation launched the
Ner TamidCampaigri a three year plan that was

initiated to eliminate debt upon the congregation. |As
stated by Rabbi Lifshitz, this campaign was to insyre
t h a t light &f eur ddngregation continues to

spread forth and keep the radiance of our faith
gl owing brightly in

As this program now comes to a close the
congregation should be proud of its achievement in
that regard. Over 120 families and groups have
participated in the Campaign. The total amount o
debt eliminated exceeded $210,000. This amoun
includes a 40% match of $60,000, which was
contributed by two of our own congregants. All
those that participated have understood the
importance of a campaign such as this.

As we begin the final stages of honoring those whp
participated in the campaign we wish to thank them
for their understanding and continued support of
Beth Judea. It is with the vision of those
participants, even through these challenging
financial times, that our congregation has made
significant strides towards the goal of financial
independence.

On behalf of the committee, which included your
Past Presidents Rob Friedman, Stew Margolis and
myself, we wish to humbly thank you for your
support and generosity.

Respectfully submitted,
Mitch Lerman
Past President

IMPORTANT CALENDAR CHANGE

NW Suburban Jewish Networking Group
will not be meeting during the month of
June. Please watch your email for the

July schedule.

The Word June 2010
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS
JUNE2010

SAVE THEDATE:Boar d of Director ds

dinner on Friday, June 25t, 2010

Installation & Awards dinner on June 25th, 2010
Lifetime Achievement Award: Evan Rumack

c o mmiPFq Memper pf fhe Yea Briscg Dagne 4 5 o,

Outstanding Service Awards
Each of our recipients was selected from our active volunteer
base at Beth Judea. On behalf of our shul and every
congregant, thank you for your priceless acts of leadership:
whether it be lending us your time, energy, and spirit. Your
dedication weekly, monthly, and yearly forms the backbone
of Beth Judeads war mth.

Mazel Tov T and thank you again to all our many
volunteers!!

Ron Caplan: serves as our gabbai every Shabbat.

Mindy Gold:i nvi gorating the Fami/l

programming.

Gloria Hernandez: creating a Adult Education class -
teaching intro to Judaism.

Mark Travis: working on Keruv programs that teach the art
of welcoming and inclusion.

Upcomming Events
Israel Scouts JUF program: August 1st7
morning program for kids at Or Shalom
BBQ and concert held in the evening at Beth Judea.

Shabbat Under the Stars: August 27" 1 celebrate
Shabbat with our yearly
sky.

serv

From generation to generation,
Diane Ganden
Membership VP

From Generation to Generation: Join us!!

Click Here to see how our NEW Membership Drive Referral
Program Incentives can benefit you!
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[ Bonai Mitzvafh BIARKFAMILY
MITZVAH PROJECT

Samuel Paul Sussman will be
called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah
on Saturday morning June 12, 2010.

Sam just completed seventh grade
at Twin Groves Middle School. He
enjoys playing the clarinet in the
7th/8th grade band, as well as the Jazz
Band. Sam was also on the
Scholastic Bowl Team and a member
of the Chess Club.

In addition, he loves to read, play
on the computer, play the WII, and
hang out with his friends. Sam also
enjoys going to stamp shows and
collecting stamps with his
grandfather.

He looks forward to celebrating this special occasion with his
parents Howard and Michele Sussman, his brother Ryan, and his
grandparents Marty and Beverly Sussman, Carol Steinfeld, Jerry
Steinfeld. Sam is also excited to see all his other family and friends

who will be rejoicing in this extraordinary event. SAVE THE DATE

Sam would like to give a special thanks to Hazzan Weisberg for
helping him through his Bar Mitzvah training and for teaching him to CONGREGATI ON BETH J U\
lead the service. He also wants to thank Rabbi Gamer and Rabbi
Lifshitz. Sam will greatly miss Rabbi Gamer when he leaves CLUB WI LL BE HAVI NG
Congregation Beth Judea. JACK RIZMAN GOLF OUTING ON:

AUGUST 29, 2010

MAZEL TOV WATCH YOUR WEEKLY EMAILS FOR

FURTHER DETAILS

PRas

&

Weddings E— Home Parties
Kiddush/Onegs ( a'l:cr'lng Shabbat Dinners
Brunches & Luncheons BBQ/Theme Parties
Synagogue Dinners Bar/Bat Mitzvahs Bris/Baby Namings
Holiday Menus On-Site Catering And much more!

Let PANOSH compl ete your Bar/Bat Mitzvah or Wedding Wg¢g

Aftero events as well as the 0Big Partyo. Friday Ni
the time to celebrate with, and enjoy the company of, your family and friends.
on_ge'ﬂ/at"v ,
ewing 1t,c ommunity Pa'Nosh Kosher Catering Koshch’tcnnS
wbhéeuified g 364 Lexington Drive Buffalo Grove, IL 60089 wi*t'J Plair
" d*,,w,ﬂdﬁf”‘“" 847-947-2100 Phone 847947-2101 Fax Stylea”
L

wwwpanoshcatering.com
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