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Thank You, Rabbi Gamer

We are approaching the Festival of Shavuot which is 

celebrated as the time for bringing the first fruits offering to the 

Temple and of the giving of Torah at Mt. Sinai. In the years that 

Rabbi Robert Gamer has been with us, he has brought us the 

first fruits of his rabbinic career and he has given us his 

understanding of Torah and Jewish tradition, both of which have 

nurtured many and inspired our community.

Rabbi Gamer was ordained to serve as rabbi, preacher and 

teacher and he has fulfilled those responsibilities with vitality and 

enthusiasm, with creativity and broad vision, with insight and 

sensitivity. With words, public and private he has inspired us. At 

moments of crisis and transition he has offered us consolation, 

comfort and understanding. He has added to our happiness at 

moments of celebration and achievement. And while teaching us 

the richness and relevance of our tradition, he has added to the 

spiritual life of our congregation by working with young families, 

students, teachers and adults of every age to draw all of us 

closer to Judaism and to God.

Reflecting upon his contributions, we recognize what Rabbi 

Gamer has added to Beth Judea: Gan Shabbat, Scotch, 

Shabbat Ruach, school retreats, Shavuot Study Night, and adult 

study at a high level including explorations of  Jewish Law in the 

contemporary world and an introduction to the world of 

Kabbalah. And he also has strengthened the broader community 

through his planning and participation in the AJEC (Adult Jewish 

Education Consortium) programs, various community 

commemorations and observances, and by serving as an officer 

of the Chicago Region of the Rabbinical Assembly.

In the Talmud we learn, ñIt is not the place that honors the 

man; it is the MAN that honors the place.ò In the years that Rabbi 

Gamer has been a leader in our congregation he has indeed 

honored us with his wisdom and talent, his dedication and 

devotion. In ways that he may not even be aware of, he has 

influenced individuals and contributed much to the entire 

congregation. Surely he has brought added distinction to Beth 

Judea and earned a place in the hearts of all those with whom 

he has interacted.

(continued on next page)

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

Shabbat Prayers

May 7, 2010 ï7:30 pm
Those who celebrate birthdays and anniversaries during the month  of 

May will be recognized at our service on May 7th.  Our worship will 

begin at 7:30 pm and will conclude by 8:15 pm.

Children of every age are welcome!

Upstairs Thoughts
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WORDS FROM RABBI GAMER

Dear Friends,

It has been an honor to serve the Beth Judea community over 

the past eight years as your Assistant Rabbi.  During that time I 

have been blessed with the opportunity to worship with you, laugh 

and cry with you and celebrate and grieve with you.  I thank each 

of you for allowing me to be a part of your  lives.

Wendy and I, along with our kids, are looking forward to the 

challenges that await us in our new community, Congregation 

Beth Shalom in Oak Park, Michigan.  As many of you know, for me 

it is an opportunity to return to the city where I grew up.  The fact 

that my parents are nearby and I have many friends in the area 

will make our transition that much easier.

Many people have approached me over the past months 

wondering if I will still be writing a weekly Torah Thoughts for my 

new community.  If you would like to continue to receive my 

weekly Torah Thoughts I will be happy to add you to the email list.

While in the modern world we have more and more ways to 

stay in touch, I realize that we are also busier and busier.  We 

would love to hear from you from time to time to let us know how 

you are and we will send updates as well.  Certainly if you are 

visiting the Detroit area and have some time we would love to see 

you.  While we do yet have all of our contact information I can 

always be reached by email at rabbigamer@gmail.com.

May God bless each of you with health, happiness, prosperity and 

long life!

Bôshalom uôvrakhah,

Peace and Blessings,

Rabbi Robert Gamer
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Thank You, Rabbi Gamer (continued from cover page)

Personally, I have been the beneficiary of Rabbi Gamerôs

hard work and professionalism, his good counsel and support. 

He has been a wonderful colleague, a true and trusted partner 

and a good friend who has added much to my life, as well as to 

the life of our synagogue. Working with him and getting to know 

him and his family has been a pleasure and a privilege for which 

I am most grateful.

All of us appreciate what Rabbi Gamer has brought us and 

we are grateful for his concern and his efforts on our behalf. We 

wish him, Wendy, Oz and Aryeh the very best as they move to 

Oak Park, Michigan where he will lead the congregation with 

dedication, sensitivity, new ideas, and great wisdom. My prayer 

is that Godôs spirit will always be with him as he guides his 

community, as he spreads Torah, and as he lifts up the spirits of 

those he serves.

Beth Judea says to Rabbi Gamer and his family, as they 

begin the next chapter in their own story, lech le-Shalom and

nisiyah tovah, travel well on a journey that will bring you joy and 

fulfillment and and may you know peace, fulfillment and well-

being in all that you do, now and always.

Sincerely,

Rabbi Howard Lifshitz 

Click here to download flyer

Click here to download reservation form

http://www.bethjudea.org/images/R  Lifshitz dec 2010revised.pdf
http://www.bethjudea.org/images/Israel Tour with Rabbi Lifshitz.pdf
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Four new members have joined our Board of Directors ïArnie 

Bender, Gary Ernsteen, Steve Katz, and Steve Limer. For these 

gentlemen to retain their positions you, our members, need to vote 

them into office along with the rest of the proposed slate. Please 

join us at our Annual Congregation Meeting on Monday, May 24, 

immediately following minyan at 7:30. Iôll have more to say at that 

meeting as I deliver the annual ñState of the Congregationò 

speech. Also mark your calendars for Installation and Awards 

Shabbat on June 25, where weôll honor several of our congregants 

with service awards, Lifetime Achievement, and Board Member of 

the Year awards, and formally install our Board of Directors.

Hope to see you on the 24th.

Bõshalom

Bonnie

NOTES FROM THE PRESIDENT

NER TAMID CAMPAIGN UPDATE

We are bringing our Ner Tamid campaign to a close.  

If you didnôt get a chance to participate, thereôs still 

time.  Please contact Lisa Neiman for details.  Stay 

tuned to The Word for a wrap-up of our success.

NOTES FROM THE CANTOR

PERCUSSIONISTS WANTED

If you have training using a variety of percussion 

instruments, please contact Hazzan Weisberg at 

HazzanWeisberg@bethjudea.org or through the synagogue 

office (847) 634-0777

HIGH HOLIDAY TORAH READING

I will be assigning Torah portions for the upcoming High 

Holidays during this month. Those who have been reading 

in past years are asked to please let me know ASAP if they 

wish to continue reading their assigned section. Even if not 

planning to continue, a phone call or email would be 

appreciated. This will allow me to place new readers without 

giving your reading away unintentionally.

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL ENRICHMENT PROGRAM

Special opportunity for incoming BET Students to study 

with Hazzan Weisberg on Thursdays at 5:15!! Students who 

enjoy learning Hebrew and music are invited to get a head 

start using the ancient musical phrases known as the Trope 

System, taught by Hazzan Weisberg.   After getting to know 

the trope signs, students will have a chance to prepare 

small portions in the Torah for Gan Shabbat services in 

2011. There is a one-time $60 fee for texts/recordings.

BôNAI MITZVAH PARENTS 

MEETING

Parents of children who will be marking their 

bônai mitzvah between January 1 and July 

31, 2012 are invited to meet with Rabbi 

Lifshitz, Rabbi Gamer and Cantor Weisberg 

and other synagogue representatives on 

Monday, May 10, 2010 at 7:00 pm in the 

Sanctuary to discuss the Bar and Bat 

Mitzvah programs and requirements. This 

will be an appropriate way for questions to 

be answered and planning to be started in 

anticipation of this major life cycle event.

mailto:HazzanWeisberg@bethjudea.org


BETH JUDEA MENôS CLUB ïORDER BY MAY 3!!
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Buy Now
Introducing e-LoxBox!

Order Online or Call:  847-634-0777

_______________________________________________________

*  See delivery area for delivery zip-codes.  All orders must be received no later than May 3, 2010.

To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here.

Questions or comments?  E-mail us at cbjlox@gmail.comor call 847-634-0777

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Download Flyer and Order Form

http://cbjcart.3dcartstores.com/
http://cbjcart.3dcartstores.com/
http://cbjcart.3dcartstores.com/
http://cbjcart.3dcartstores.com/
http://cbjcart.3dcartstores.com/Lox-Box_c_1.html
http://cbjcart.3dcartstores.com/Home-Delivery-Limits_ep_41.html
http://cbjcart.3dcartstores.com/Home-Delivery-Limits_ep_41.html
http://cbjcart.3dcartstores.com/Home-Delivery-Limits_ep_41.html
mailto:cbjlox@gmail.com
mailto:cbjlox@gmail.com
http://www.bethjudea.org/images/Lox Box 2010 Flier v2 (2).pdf
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MEMBERSHIP  OPPORTUNITIES
NEW & EXCITING:  Membership Drive for 2010-2011 is beginning:

The membership committee has been busy creating NEW membership opportunities rolling out a creative referral 

program, new category for ages under 30, and the Preschooler family membership.

Congregants in good standing who refer new membersto Congregation Beth Judea will receive a BONUS (credit) of  $100 

deductedfrom their dues. This offer is open to members in good standing who refer families or individuals who have never 

been members of CBJ.The bonus will be credited once the referred member has joined and become a member in good 

standing.

Creation of a new Under 30 category for $216/individual $432/young married couples with or without children. This special 

offer will be an incentive for young adults to take ownership of Beth Judea for their synagogue membership.In addition 

programming will be designed specifically for this group.Hopefully this will build our memberships with newly married 

congregants or single, who comprise the single largest unaffiliated group of the Jewish population.The $216/$432 Under 30 

category is cheaperthan congregational parents paying separately by purchasing High Holiday tickets for their children.

Plenty of Preschoolers for only $100. This membership offer is available to new member families(families who have never 

beenmembers of CBJ) whose oldest child(ren) falls into the pre-Kindergarten category to receive a $100 

INTRODUCTORY membership to Congregation Beth Judea for a period of one year. This membership runs from July 1 

through June 30. 

Referral details: New Families/Individuals must list the current member on their application. This offer does not include 

parent /child congregants who  take advantage of the NEW $216 twenty one to thirty membership category .  Help us build 

our Beth Judea community by referring family, friends, and new neighbors.  Please: Keep Congregation Beth Judea in mind 

when talking to others.  YOU are our best means to advertise our shul.

Thank you to all the individuals of our Beth Judea community who willingly give their time/energy to ensure everyone who wishes 

finds a niche within our home. If your needs are not, per chance, getting met - call us!! All suggestions are filtered to the proper 

committee.

Thank you as well to all our members who have graciously donated money when the call went out seeking assistance to close our

budgetary shortfall, helping fund our many services, programs, and every day needs.

We make a TEAM:  together each accomplishes more!!

It is exciting to welcome the year 2010 with many fabulous programs.

Every member in our shul is a stepping-stone in our never-ending Jewish journey.  If you have any questions, call or email me atBeth 

Judea é my second  home.

Thank you for your continued  dedication to Congregation Beth Judea, as  you  make it a caring home in which your friends andfellow 

congregants instantly become family.

From generation to generation,

Diane Ganden

Membership VP

From Generation to Generation: Join us!! 

MEMBERSHIP  HAPPENINGS
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Hello Beth Judea Families!  

Can a little rain get us down?  No way!  We had a wonderfully 

successful Lag BôOmer ñPicnicò indoors on Sunday, April 

25.  We had around 20 kids and their families come for relay 

games, parachute playtime, art, and snacks.  A huge thank you 

goes to Susan Greenberg and Dana Lerner for their help in 

planning and running the program.  Keep a look out for info on 

a rescheduled park outing.

On Sunday, May 2Congregation Beth Judea will be joining 

congregations across the area in the Israel Solidarity Walk.  

Look for our CBJ Families sign and join us on the Family 

Walk.  Check out www.juf.org/walk for more info.

Join us onMonday, May 3 at 8 pmat the synagogue for treats 

and coffee and to plan for next year.  Weôre looking for any and 

all suggestions/feedback to continue to offer exciting, family 

friendly programs.  If you canôt make the meeting, feel free to 

email me with your thoughts.

More information is to follow for our June outing to the Zoo.  

This summer we will also be starting up some Parentsô Night 

Out Programs.  Look for info about our July kick-off concert 

event followed by every other month starting in Fall 2010.

See you soon!

Mindy Gold
mindygold@sbcglobal.net

Focus on Families Upcoming Programs

Sunday, May 2 Walk for Young Families

Monday, May 3 Parent Planning - Get-Together

June Tot Shabbat Service

June Biblical Zoo Outing

July Parentsô Night Out Concert & Picnic

Fall 2010
Tot High Holiday Services, Monthly 

Family Programs, and more!

http://www.juf.org/walk
mailto:mindygold@sbcglobal.net


We firmly believe that reaching out to others 

benefits not only the recipient, but the person 

providing help as well.  This is, without a 

doubt, a win-win situation for all involved.

If you are interested in making a difference 

and were not able to attend the informational 

meeting in March, please contact one of the 

committee members below.

Rabbi Lifshitz

Wendy Wunsch

Evan Rumack

Congregation Beth Judea

Bikur Cholim Committee

Please complete the following form to notify the committee of a person who is ill, hospitalized or in a rehabilitation facility,

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________

Location ______________________________________________________________________________

Contact person/phone number: ____________________________________________________________

Your name: ___________________________________________________________________________

Please contact this person

Please ask the clergy to contact this person

Please return this card to the office before or after Shabbat.  You may also fax the information to (847) 634-8055,

call the Rabbi or contact our committee chairs,                                                         

Wendy Wunsh                                          Evan Rumack                                             Beth Judea Office

(847) 253-4130                                            (847)6 34-0777

evanbr1@comcast.net info@bethjudea.org

BIKUR CHOLIM

YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE
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WE WOULD LIKE TO KNOW . . . . 

If you are celebrating a life cycle event such as a birth, 

engagement or wedding, we would like to know about it 

so that this milestone can be included in The Word.

If you are ill or know someone who is sick, we would 

like to know about it so that a prayer for recovery can be 

said, so that the clergy can call or visit, and so that the 

Bikkur Cholim committee can be notified and be of 

assistance.

If there is a death in your family, we would like to know 

about it so that we can offer our support, can share this 

information with our congregation, and so that we can 

add your loved one to our Yahrzeit records.

Please call the synagogue office with this information. 

Do not assume that someone else will have notified the 

synagogue staff.

mailto:evanbr1@comcast.net?subject=Bikur Cholim
mailto:info@bethjudea.org?subject=Bikur Cholim
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Programming

Special for Beth Judea Members:

Mention this ad, and Lauri will donate 10% of 

Lauriôs share of her commission to Beth Judea 

upon the closing of the real estate transaction 

for either a Buyer or Seller.

Valid until December 31, 2010

The Word May 2010

GIVE BACK TO BETH JUDEA

Groceries, Gas, Coffee, Travel, Gifts

Do you buy/do any or all of the above?

If yes, which I am assuming all of you do, Beth 

Judea can make moneywhile you spend money 

at no extra charge to you!

Companies where you spend money donate back 

to Beth Judea when you buy scrip/gift cards 

from Beth Judea and use them for paying for 

your coffee, groceries,é

Did you know that Eskape Entertainment 

donates to Beth Judea?

If you bowl, play laser tag, or have a party there 

and buy gift cards at Beth Judea, Eskape will 

give us 19% back on each dollar.

Did you know that Office Max, Staples, Office 

Depot donate back?

Lots of companies like helping non-profit 

organizations; they only can help Beth Judea if 

you buy scrip/gift cards.  Look at the charts and 

see the potential!!!

Due to the current economic crisis, the social action 

committee has collected grocery gift cards that are 

available to Beth Judea congregants who are in need of 

groceries.If you know of someone in the congregation 

who could benefit from this fund, please contact Rabbi 

Lifshitz or Lisa Neiman at 847-634-0777. If you 

would like to purchase gift cards to add to this fund, 

please contact Lisa by phone or by email at 

lneiman@bethjudea.org.


