
BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

Shabbat Prayers

November 6, 2009 ï7:30 pm
Those who celebrate birthdays and anniversaries during the month  of 

November will be recognized at our service on November 6th.  Our 

worship will begin at 7:30 pm and will conclude by 8:15 pm.

Children of every age are welcome!

Upstairs Thoughts

IN THIS ISSUE

RabbiôsReflections éééééééééééééé .. 1

Words from Rabbi Gamer ééééééééééé... . 2

Notes From The Cantor éééééééééééé.. 3

SPECIAL EVENT ïSCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE é.. 3

PresidentôsMessage ééééééééééééé... 4

Membership Happenings ééééééééééé. . 5

BôNaiMitzvah Bioséééééééééééééé... 5

Youth éééééééééééééééééééé 6

MT Nesters éééééééééééééééééé.. 6

BJE éééééééééééééééééééééé 7

Education ééééééééééééééééééé .8

College Connections ééééééééééééééé 9

NW Suburban Networking éééééééééééé.. 9

KERUV Corner ééééééééééééééééé. 10

Adult Education ééééééééééééééééé 11

Sisterhood Gift Shop éééééééééééééé.. 11

Sisterhood Source éééééééééééééééé12

Sisterhood Programming ééééééééééééé 12

November Calendar éééééééééééééééé14

Gift Card Order Form ééééééééééééééé15

Summer 2010 ïRamah Day Camp éééééééé.. 16

MenôsClub ééééééééééééééééééé. 17

Programming éééééééééééééééééé. 18

SHALVA éééééééééééééééééééé. 18

Bikur Cholim éé;éééééééééééééééé. 19

Yahrzeitséééééééééééééééééééé. 21

Tributeséééééééééééééééééééé 23

Index of Flyers and Advertisers ééééééééé.. 25

w!..LΩ{ w9C[9/¢Lhb{
In Springfield, Illinois

I was invited to deliver the invocation at  a session of the 

State of Illinois House of Representatives on October 28, 2009. 

To stand before the representatives in the chamber  was a 

privilege and a moving experience. Allow me to share with you 

my prayer on that occasion.

Sincerely,

Rabbi Howard Lifshitz 

O Lord, what is man that you are mindful of him, yet you 

have made him just a bit lower than the angels? Into every 

man and woman, insignificant in respect to the size of the 

universe, you have breathed Your Spirit, lifting us up to life, 

endowing us with the freedom to think for ourselves and to 

make our own decisions, thus allowing us to ascend towards 

You through the performance of good deeds. 

Here, today, are gathered the representatives of the 

people of our great state. Grant them discernment and insight 

as they grapple with difficult issues and complex concerns. 

Renew in them the capacity to listen to each other with open 

minds, with mutual respect and with an unwavering 

commitment to serve the best interests of the citizens of the 

State of Illinois and to meet their highest ethical expectations.

Entrusted with great responsibility by the electorate, may 

each of those who serve in this chamber be humble enough to 

recognize that individually they can accomplish little and, at the 

same time, also be confident enough to believe that, united in 

the common purpose of building  better tomorrows for all who 

dwell in this land, they can do great things and truly reach 

heights of achievement. 

Then, Divine One, who endows humanity with vitality 

and wisdom, may you vouchsafe to them Your guidance and 

Your support, crowning their efforts today and every day with 

success that brings blessings to them and to all whom they 

represent. So may it be, now and always. Amen
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Masorti Olami ï(continued)

Masorti Olami acts on these principles by partnering with 

local communities to help them establish or build upon their 

communities. For example, Masorti Olami helped fund a 

Siddur/Prayerbook with a Spanish translation for the 

communities in Latin America that would reflect the ideology of 

Conservative Judaism. Masorti Olami also creates educational 

programs to help build youth programming throughout the 

world through NOAM, the name of the youth movement for the 

world Masorti/Conservative Movement. Masorti Olami also 

represents the Conservative Movement at the World Zionist 

Organization, which distributes funds throughout the Jewish 

World and plays a very important political role in international 

Jewish affairs.

The fact that Masorti Olami does all of this on a shoestring 

budget is all the more incredible. Of course the work that they 

do has to be funded for somehow. Much of the funding comes 

from generous contributions from individuals and groups 

throughout the world. I would like to encourage you to check 

out their website at www.masortiworld.org. The home page 

has a cool map of the world with drop pins showing the 

locations of Masorti congregations and groups throughout the 

world. If you can help support Masorti Olami with your 

donation of funds or time, I know that you will be able to make 

a difference in the lives of Masorti/Conservative Jews 

throughout the world.

Bôvrakha (Blessings)

Rabbi Robert Gamer

WORDS FROM RABBI GAMER
Masorti Olami

Just before the High Holidays I had the opportunity to 

attend a dinner for Masorti Olami, the World Council for 

Masorti/Conservative synagogues. Now I have to admit, the 

idea of going to Highland Park for an evening a few days 

before Rosh Hashanah was not high on my priorities. In part 

what drew me there was the chance to see my friend and 

former roommate Rabbi Tzvi (Tzvika) Graetz, now the 

Executive Director of Masorti Olami. While I was thrilled to see 

Tzvika I was also happy to hear and learn more about the work 

of Masorti Olami, an organization we should all more know 

about.

Masorti Olami is an amazing organization that helps to 

build, spread and strengthen Jewish life throughout the 

world. The work they do touches the lives of Jewish people in 

Europe, Latin America, Africa, Asia, the former Soviet Union, 

and Australia. They also coordinate closely with our 

movements in Israel and the United States.

The guiding principles of the organization are:

1. The study of Torah, in the fullest sense, and the 

transmission of its principles from generation to generation;

2.      The unity of the Jewish people and fostering ties between 

Jews wherever they live;

3. The centrality of the synagogue in the life of the Jewish 

people;

4.      The importance of maintaining a centrist, dynamic Jewish 

practice based on halacha (Jewish Law) and mitzvot, grounded 

in Jewish knowledge and observance, reflecting a love of 

tradition; and embracing modernity and the positive aspects of 

change;

5.      The centrality of Israel and the knowledge and use of the 

Hebrew language in the life of the Jewish people;

6. The values of egalitarianism, pluralism, tolerance and 

democracy in the development of Jewish tradition .

(continued  next  column)
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CAT Fund Update

We want to update everyone on a recent CAT Fund purchase 

the synagogue needed to make. We will be replacing 7 of the 

Heating/Air Conditioning units located on the roof of the 

synagogue and one of the units located in the basement. All of 

these units are more than 20 years old and needed to be 

replaced.

The units will be replaced in the next 2 weeks, so you can rest 

assured that the heat will be working in time for winter. Because 

of the weight of the units, a crane is needed to lift them onto the 

roof. By coordinating the installation of all the units for the same 

time, we saved considerable rental expense as the crane costs 

more than $4,000.00 per day.

We obtained 5 separate proposals for the project and selected 

the one we felt was the most reasonable. The total cost for the 

project will be $75,000.00, which equals our CAT Fund budget 

for the entire year. However, we were able to get our contractor 

to agree to an interest-free, 10-month installment plan for 

payment of the bill, which not only allows us to leave money in 

the CAT Fund for any unforeseen expenses but also to charge a 

portion of the cost to next yearôs CAT Fund budget.

Russ Barnett, Facilities Vice President

http://www.masortiworld.org/


NOTES FROM THE CANTOR:

Reminder!!

As a reminder for those interested in a VISIT TO 

ISRAEL next summer, I plan to bring a group 

just after school gets out, leaving June 7. We 

will have a week in Israel, followed by a trip to 

Venice and Rome, emphasizing their Jewish 

communities, returning June 21. Or, there is an 

option, especially geared to either those who 

have not been to Israel before or not in recent 

years, to continue seeing some of the special 

sites in Israel and then return to Chicago in time 

for Shabbat on June 18. I have a lot more 

information - contact me soon at 

hazzanweisberg@bethjudea.org or through the 

synagogue office!

Hazzan Roger Weisberg
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Take A Virtual Tour of Israel by Clicking Here

Weddings                      

Kiddush/Onegs

Brunches & Luncheons 

Synagogue Dinners Bar/Bat Mitzvahs

Holiday Menus On-Site Catering 

Home Parties

Shabbat Dinners

BBQ/Theme Parties

Bris/Baby Namings

And much more!

Let  PA`NOSH complete your Bar/Bat Mitzvah or Wedding Weekend by planning and catering the ñBefore and 

Afterò events as well as the òBig Partyò. Friday Night Dinner through Sunday Brunch, weôll make sure that you have 

the time to celebrate with, and enjoy the company of, your family and friends.

Pa`Nosh  Kosher Catering
364 Lexington Drive Buffalo Grove, IL 60089

847-947-2100 Phone   847-947-2101 Fax
www.panoshcatering.com

The Word November 2009

SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE

mailto:hazzanweisberg@bethjudea.org
http://www.webcamlocator.com/worldwide/israel.htm
mailto:panoshcatering@aol.com
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November ïa time for Thanksgiving.  This month I would 

like to feature some of the volunteers at Beth Judea who 

often go unnoticed.

ñMinyanairesò ïwhether they rise early, or attend after a 

long day at work- always help insure we have the requisite 

ten to pray together as a community.  Ron Moffett, Bruce 

Darin, Lou Rabin, Ellene Lammers, Consuelo Frost, Steve 

Lessman, Albert Stark, Alan Sabol, Bob Schwartz, Harold 

LeVine, Stuart Kersky, Glen Gardberg, Robert Lipka, Gloria 

Hernandez, Melissa Chudnoff, Sandy Victor, Orin Rotman, 

Floyd Babbitt, Mickey Glickman, Rick Kavitt, and Darlene 

and Barry Bikshorn will all warmly welcome you into this 

group.  No experience is required, and I guarantee you can 

get an aliyah if you want one.

At the High Holidays, did you notice how the silver on 

the Torahs sparkled? The elbow grease (and silver polish) 

was provided by Carol Rosen, Bruce Darin, and Ira Sender.

Chefs and decorators donate their time so all may enjoy 

a meal, or even a nosh, in beautiful surroundings. At the 

New Member Dinner last month, Howard Ganden, Arnie 

Bender, Cindy Lipka, Ann Lerman, Rebecca Zeidman, 

Sharon Weil, and Hillary Wenk  all helped to bring us a 

wonderful Shabbat Dinner as we welcomed our new 

families into our Beth Judea Family.

How about a big round of applause for all the members 

of our Menôs Club who assembled (and disassembled) our 

beautiful Sukkah, and hosted another successful Poker 

Night? 

Donôt forget the ladies of our Sisterhood ïwhether in 

the Gift Shop, hosting quality speakers like Hugh Brady, or 

preparing for their upcoming Holiday Bazaar.

Some of our volunteers are very visible.  On Shabbat 

morning, Howard Levy stands before us all as he leads the 

early Shabbos morning prayers. Ronna Leibachôs team of 

Mitzvah Day volunteers coordinates our congregationôs 

tzedakah and mitzvot projects.  Ever wonder how all of 

those bits of information get into the newspapers and 

bulletin boards? Thank Linda Stark and Ellen Lerner for that 

yeomanôs task. Also working quietly behind the scenes 

visiting the sick is the Bikur Cholim committee, led by 

Wendy Wunsch and Evan Rumack, and the Shiva 

Committee, led by Lou Rabin.

As you can see, we are truly blessed with so many who 

are willing to give of their time at Beth Judea.  Next time 

you see one of these wonderful volunteers, how about 

offering them a warm ñtodah rabahò to extend your 

appreciation for all they do?  Maybe you might even 

consider donating some of your time as well ïwho knows, 

maybe YOUôLL be featured in the next Word.

Bôshalom

Bonnie

GIVE BACK TO BETH JUDEA

Q ïWhy does Congregation Beth 

Judea sell grocery, coffee, restaurant and 

other gift cards?

A ïCongregation Beth Judea makes 

money.

Q ïHow does Congregation Beth 

Judea make money?

A ïRetailers such as Dominickôs, 

Jewel, Caribou Coffee, Starbuckôs, Bed 

Bath & Beyond, Joe Caputo, Garden 

Fresh and others give back to 

Congregation Beth Judea on each gift 

card we sell,

Q ïDoes it cost me?

A ïNo!  The retailers give back to us.

Easy, Simple, and No Added Costs.

Thank you to the congregants who 

do support Beth Judeaôs Gift Card 

Program!

How To Shop?

Fax, Email, Mail or Drop-Off Order.

Pay with Credit Card or Check

Pick-up the cards at the Synagogue or 

have a friend deliver them to you,

Each time you shop, Beth Judea can 

make money.  For more information, call 

Brian Gurin at (847) 918-1989 or the 

Synagogue Office at (847) 634-0777

Click Here to Download Form

The Word November 2009

http://www.bethjudea.org/images/New Beth Judea Gift Card Order Form.pdf
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Bônai Mitzvah Bios

Special for Beth Judea Members:

Mention this ad, and Lauri will donate 10% of 

Lauriôs share of her commission to Beth Judea 

upon the closing of the real estate transaction 

for either a Buyer or Seller.

Valid until December 31, 2009

The Word November 2009

Zach Mellow will be

called to the torah as a Bar

Mitzvah on Saturday

November14, 2009.

Zach is a 7th gradehonor

roll student at Cooper

Middle School. During his

free time Zach plays travel

soccer, baseball and piano.

Zach also enjoys spending

his summers at Olin Sang

RubyUnion Institute.

Zachwill besharingthis

specialday with his proud parentsBeth Silver and Ted

Mellow, his brotherArie andhis grandparentsEveMellow

and Millie and Bernie Gerber along with many aunts,

uncles,cousinsandfriends.

On this specialday Zach also remembersthose who

camebeforehim, especiallyhis grandfathersJulesMellow

andAllen Silver.

We would like to thank his tutors GeorgeanneOman

who has patiently taught Zach the Shabbat morning

serviceand NatalieGurin who taughtZach the torahand

haftorah readingsand tropes. Zach would also like to

thankCantorWeisberg, RabbiLifshitz andRabbiGamer

for their continuedguidance.

Membership Happenings

MEMBERSHIP

Did you know that:  Word of mouth is the best way 

to bring new members into the Beth Judea family?  

I encourage you to invite your friends to attend 

Beth Judea, feel the warmth, meet the clergy, and 

ask questions.  New member referrals are always 

welcome.  Every member in our shul is a stepping-

stone in our never-ending Jewish journey.  If you 

have any questions, call or email me at Beth Judea 

é my second home.

Thank you for your continued dedication to 

Congregation Beth Judea, as you make it a caring 

home in which your friends and fellow congregants 

instantly become family.

From generation to generation,

Diane Ganden

Membership VP
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MT NESTERS

GUEST SPEAKER ïAGNES SCHWARTZ

CHILD HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR 

NOVEMBER 8 thï6:30 pm

The Beth Judea MT Nesters will be meeting on 

Sunday, November 8, 2009, at 6:30 pm at the 

synagogue.

The speaker for that evening will be Agnes 

Schwartz, a child Holocaust survivor.  A question 

and answer period will follow.  Coffee will be served.

Membership dues are $20 per person for the year.

USY Ongoing Recycling Program

Fundraising
Popcorn and Cotton Candy Machine 
Rental

Fundraising SmencilsFor Sale

International Convention Information

Now - 12/24-12/27
IC Hosting  (International Hosting for 
Convention)

CHUSY Subsidiaries

Youth 
Groups

2009 - 2010 Jewish Youth Group 
Registration

Youth -
Kadima Notice - Change of Program Scheduling

Youth November 1, 2009
Youth Shabbat Dinner & Service 
Participants Needed

November 12, 2009Wii Punch Out Tournament

November 15, 2009American Academy of Gymnastics

November 20, 2009Youth Shabbat Dinner & Service

November 25, 2009Turkey Dance

December 6, 2009 Georgia Nut Co

December 12, 2009Laser Quest

January 10, 2009 Coco Keys

February 7, 2009 Young Chef's Academy

YOUTH

http://www.bethjudea.org/images/ICHosting.pdf
http://www.bethjudea.org/images/ICHosting.pdf
http://www.bethjudea.org/shownews.asp?newsid=605
http://www.bethjudea.org/shownews.asp?newsid=605
http://www.bethjudea.org/shownews.asp?newsid=605
http://www.bethjudea.org/shownews.asp?newsid=605
http://www.bethjudea.org/shownews.asp?newsid=605
http://www.bethjudea.org/images/Kadima Change of Program Notice.doc
http://www.bethjudea.org/images/Kadima Change of Program Notice.doc
http://www.bethjudea.org/images/Kadima Change of Program Notice.doc
http://www.bethjudea.org/images/Kadima Change of Program Notice.doc
http://www.bethjudea.org/images/Youth Shabbat11.20.doc
http://www.bethjudea.org/images/Youth Shabbat11.20.doc
http://www.bethjudea.org/images/KadimaPunchOut.doc
http://www.bethjudea.org/images/KadimaPunchOut.doc
http://www.bethjudea.org/images/KadimaPunchOut.doc
http://www.bethjudea.org/images/gymnastics09kad.doc
http://www.bethjudea.org/images/Shabbat Dinner11 20.doc
http://www.bethjudea.org/images/KadimaTurkeyDance2009.pdf
http://www.bethjudea.org/images/Georgia Nut09.doc
http://www.bethjudea.org/images/LaserquestKadima.doc
http://www.bethjudea.org/images/Cocokeys10.doc
http://www.bethjudea.org/images/youngchefs10.doc

